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THE CHRISTIAN continues in its fine tradition of 
being one of the leaders in the field of collecting 
and disseminating religious news and literature. 
This fact is substantiated by the fact that the 
Associated Church Press awarded your brotherhood 
weekly its 1961 Merit Citation for news content. 

Don't miss a single issue of THE CHRISTIAN, 
because there will be many valuable and inspira- 
tional articles appearing in every issue. You won't 
want to miss your copy during your vacation either, 
so if you will be gone on an extended trip, make 
sure our circulation department knows your tempo- 
rary address and you will receive your copy on 
time. 

Many new authors have been contributing to 
THE CHRISTIAN since the first of the year. This 
means there are many new and interesting ideas 
which you can share by reading THE CHRISTIAN. 

Yes, your brotherhood weekly is a magazine 
you can be proud of and happy that is represents 
the brotherhood in the field of religious journalism. 
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WHILE YOU WAIT—READ THE CHRISTIAN 


Because we believe THE CHRISTIAN deserves 
to be read by more people, a plan has been put 
into effect which will be beneficial to all parties 
concerned. 

An attractive display holder has been prepared 
for THE CHRISTIAN to be used in business and 
professional offices as a service to their constituency. 
Imprinted on the holder is ‘Read The Christian— 
While You Wait.” 

This display holder could prove to be a very 
rewarding project for the Christian Men's Fellow- 
ship or Christian Women's Fellowship because it 
would be rendering a service to those who display 
the holder and at the same time introduce THE 
CHRISTIAN to some people for the first time. This 
project is well worth the time which it requires.... 
Think about if. 

For further information on this plan or subscrip- 
tion plans write to: The Christian Circulation De- 
partment. 


Individuals: Yearly, $4.00; two years, $7.00; three years $10.00; ministers and gift subscriptions $3.50. 
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MAN IN SPACE 
“In Orbit.” 
“Man in Space!” 


The headlines scream 
Of man's accomplishment. 


Man . . . who can fail so miserably, 

Who is capable of debauchery, 

Small mindedness, the gutter... 

Can, with vision, 

Lift himself 

To a measure of God's hope for 
him. 

He can aim for the stars; 

And after he speeds through 
space, 

Learning, growing, conquering 

Other worlds, 

Will he come back 

Able to be a better man 

In his own world? 


Up there among the stars, 
Will his arrogance 
Turn to humility? 
Will his life at last 
Find meaning, purpose, God? 
Hurry, then! 
It can not be quick enough for me. 
The mushroom clouds are forming. 
Hurry, before it is too late. 
Perhaps man can learn in space 
What he could not upon this 
planet. 
by 


Carol Albright 
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OBEDIENCE 


by Paul A. Remick 


N THE fifteenth chapter of the first Book of 

Samuel there is recorded a most significant 
conversation between King Saul and Samuel, the 
high priest. 

King Saul, the once humble servant of God, 
had become quite self-sufficient in the latter years 
of his reign over Israel. Samuel went to Saul to 
remind him that he had not obeyed the command 
of God in regards to the Amalekites. 

Saul defended his position and made excuses as 
to why the exactness of God’s command was not 
carried out. Samuel replied: ‘Has the LorD as 
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the Lorp? Behold to obey 
is better than sacrifices, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divina- 
tion, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” 
(1 Sam. 15:22-23). 

Obedience has lost its significance in our twen- 
tieth century. This is certainly evident as one 
observes the world scene where all want to be 
chief and none want to be Indians. The way the 
calendar of the Supreme Court of the United 
States is being filled far past its capacity with a 
multitude of cases in which individuals want to 
be the exception to the rule, is indicative of the 
trend of these times. 

Through the increased knowledge we have re- 
ceived within many channels of life we have come 
to the point in the history of mankind that we 
are standing where King Saul stood in the days 
of Samuel. With him we are saying: “I have 
gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me. 
... I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.” 

We cite the record of the achievements of the 
United Nations, we point up the great conquests 
of disease and the progress being made in over- 
coming many of the social evils throughout the 
world, we quote the statistics of church enrollment 


Mr. Remick is minister, First Christian Church, 
Lemoyne, Pennsylvania. 
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and building construction in the United States and 
the revival of the world’s great religions. These 
all may be the mission, but the question needs to 
be raised, as it was by Samuel of old: ‘Has the 
LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sac- 
rifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lorp?”’ Jesus 
phrased it this way: ‘‘What will it profit a man, 
if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life?” 
(Matt. 16:26). 

To obey is better than sacrifice. Obedience to 
God is of primary importance. I question whether 
we will have world peace or social order separate 
and apart from the laws of God. When questioned 
during his life upon earth, Jesus declared: “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment. And a 
second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). 

If we love God with heart, and soul, and mind, 
we are going to be obedient unto him in all things. 
I get a bit annoyed with people who always want 
to be the exception to the rule—who want to be- 
come members of the church, but who are un- 
willing to be baptized by the mode with which Je- 
sus was baptized; who want to remain on the 
church rolls, but who are unwilling “on the first 
day of the week ... to gather together” (Acts 
20:7), or who are unwilling to “bring the full 
tithes into the storehouse’? (Malachi 3:10); who 
want to build a great nation, but want to divorce 
“the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole struc- 
ture is joined together” (Eph. 2:20) from politics; 
who want to establish world peace separate and 
apart from the way of the “Prince of Peace.” 

To obey is better than sacrifice. 
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An Appeal for a Higher Level 
of Living and Commitment 
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ACLIGION 


by Edwin T. Dahlberg 


The Boy Scouts—thousands 
of them—are camping this 
summer. We believe it is an 
appropriate time to publish this 
article, an adaption of a ser- 
mon delivered last summer at 
the National Jamboree at 
Colorado Springs.—EDITORS, 


“O thou that tellest good tidings 
to Zion, get thee up on a high 
mountain”—ISAIAH 40:9. 


OME time ago I was on a jet 

plane from St. Louis to New 
York. As we were flying over 
Pittsburgh the voice of the pilot 
came over the announcement 
system, saying, “We are now at 
an altitude of 37,000 feet. Our 
speed is 630 miles an hour. You 
will be interested to know the 
temperature just outside your 
window is 75 degrees below 
zero.” 

It is a thrilling experience to 
climb up into high altitudes, 4nd 
to see the clouds and the earth 
so far below—the river systems, 
the fields, and the towns—the 
world for which our Saviour died. 


My mother used to worry con- 
siderably about our mountain 
climbing. Mothers do worry 
about us, as you know. And 
with good reason! Especially 
when it comes to mountain 
climbing. Nobody should ever at- 
temp it alone. Storms and bliz- 
zards, lightening and sleet and 
hail and wind, can overtake the 
climber among those icy steeps 
when he is least prepared. 

I like high-altitude religion. 
Long ago—more than 500 years 
before Christ—God said to a 
young Jewish prophet by the 
name of Isaiah, in a time of great 
national distress: 


O thou that tellest good tid- 
ings to Zion, get thee up on a 
high mountain; O thou that 
tellest good tidings to Jeru- 
salem, lift up thy voice with 
strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold, your God. 


God was saying to Isaiah, ‘‘We 
need some high-altitude religion. 
People are bogged down and dis- 
couraged. Get up on top of the 


Dr. Dahlberg is pastor of Delmar Baptist Church, St. Louis, 
Missouri, and the immediate past president of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U. 8. A. 
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OVER 35,000 Boy Scouts and their leaders at- 
tended the United Protestant worship service 
at the National Jamboree at Colorado Springs 
last summer. 
visual aid for his message on “High Altitude 


The preacher had a magnificent 


Religion.” 


highest mountain you can find. 
Call out to the nation with all 
the strength you can muster, ‘Be- 
hold, your God!’ Tell them that 
they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; they shall walk, and 
not faint.” 

It is this high-altitude religion 
that every Boy Scout should have 
in mind when he takes the Scout 
oath and says: “On my honor 
I will do my. best to do my duty 
to God and my country, and to 
obey the Scout Law; to help other 
people at all times, to keep my- 
self physically strong, mentally 
awake, and morally straight.” 

If I should break down this 
religion into its composite parts, 
I would say that I like high al- 
titudes because they are clean, 
they are clear, and they bring us 
close to God. 

High altitudes are extraordi- 
narily. clean. I suppose that far 
out in space there is cosmic dust. 
But compared with the lower 
levels of earth, where there is so 
much smog and soot, the top of 
the Continental Divide is beauti- 
fully clean. The rocks are clean. 
The air is pure. The lichens on 
the stones, and the tiny flowers 
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among the grasses, are bright 
with color. 

These are days when we need 
to get up into the heights of the 
spirit where all is clean. The 
writer of the 24th Psalm said 
long ago, “Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; who hath not lifted up his 
soul unto vanity, nor sworn de- 
ceitfully.” Our Lord Jesus, con- 
tinuing in the same line of 
thought, said to his disciples, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.” 

America sorely needs a good 
cleaning up. We have one of the 
greatest and most beautiful 
countries in the world. But we 
are gradually turning it into a 
litterbug country. The highways 
and the beaches are littered with 
beer cans. The sidewalks are 
sticky with bubble gum. Coffee 
cups and pie plates are full of 
cigarette stubs and ashes. The 
news stands are loaded with ob- 
scene pictures and filthy advertis- 
ing. Why should we let this go on? 

God gave us a cleafi new con- 
tinent. Our Pilgrim Fathers gave 
us a clean new nation. Thanks 
to Alaska and Hawaii we now 
have a brand new flag, with 50 
stars. How proud we should be 
of it! God forbid that we should 
turn it into a beer-stained banner, 
full of cigarette burns, defiled 
with payola, vulgarity, and 
political corruption. Let us lift 
it high again, up where the clean 
winds blow. Let us honor it 
with clean speech, clean thoughts, 
clean hands, and a clean heart. 
Well did the writer of the 19th 
Psalm say, “The fear of the Lord 
is clean, enduring for ever.” 

High altitudes are also clear. 
The visibility is such that the 
furthest ranges and_ horizons 
stand out with startling clarity. 
What looks to be only one or two 
miles away may be ten miles 
away. 

I have always liked that in- 
cident in John Bunyan’s story of 
Pilgrim’s Progress where the two 
pilgrims, Christian and Hopeful, 
came to a delightful section of 
their journey that was called the 
Delectable Mountains. Here were 
four shepherds to greet them, 


whose names were Knowledge, 
Experience, Watchful, and Sin- 
cere. ; 

These shepherd guides took 
Christian and Hopeful into their 
tents for the night, entertained 
them, and in the morning took 
them for a walk upon the moun- 
tains. There were many moun- 
tains to beware of. 

One was a mountain called 
Error, where many travellers had 
fallen from the steep ledges, and 
been dashed to pieces. There was 
another named Caution, where 
some pilgrims went blind and lost 
their way. But there was one 
extremely high mountain called 
Clear. One of the shepherds gave 
his spy glass to Christian and 
Hopeful, and told them to look 
toward the most distant horizon. 

From the top of this mountain 
called Clear they could see the 
gates of heaven and the Celestial 
City, which was the goal of their 
journeying. 

As we are entering the Space 
Age, and coming into a period of 
history where no one has ever 
been before, we need young men 
and women who will ascend to 
the top of the mountain called 
Clear, where they can see far into 
the future and discern the out- 
lines of a better world: a world 
of peace, a world of racial 
brotherhood, justice, and faith. 

I have said that high altitudes 
are clean and that they are clear. 
But above everything else, they 
bring us close to God. 

Do not let me mislead you at 
this point. I would not have you 
think that you have to climb a 
mountain to get close to God. 
He is everywhere—even in our 
own hearts, and in the slums as 
well as among the hills. So don’t 
get the wrong idea that you have 
to climb Mount Everest or even 
one of the lesser hills to see God. 
You see God in Christ, rather than 
in some geographical elevation. 
Nevertheless, there is something 
about a mountain—its quietness, 
beauty, and majesty—that makes 
us think of God. That is why 
the writer of the 121st Psalm 
said, “I will lift up mine eyes to 
the hills.” 

That must be the reason Jesus 
often went up into the mountains. 
He had a high altitude religion. 





He could see beyond the mean 
little things that people quarreled 
about, and could think in terms 
of what God thought. Again and 
again we read in the New Testa- 
ment the story of how at the end 
of a long weary day of healing 
and teaching and debating, he 
would go up into a high moun- 
tain where he could be alone with 
God. Sometimes he rose early 
in the morning to meet God there. 
On one occasion he took three 
of his closest friends with him— 
Peter, and James, and John. 

While he was praying he was 
transfigured before them, so that 
even his garments glistened with 
glory. The great spirits of the 
past appeared before them— 
Moses, and Elijah, and the pro- 
phets. 

Suddenly there was a voice say- 
ing, “This is my beloved Son. 
Hear ye him.” Then the vision 
was gone. That was high-alti- 
tude religion. But not so high 
that Jesus could not go down into 
the valley again, from the Mount 
of Transfiguration into the Val- 
ley of Disfiguration, to heal an 
epileptic boy. 

Oh, Boy Scouts of America, I 
hope that you will always hear 
that Christ and obey him. Wher- 
ever you go with Christ, it will 
be high-altitude religion. He 
went up into a mountain to con- 
quer his temptations. He went 
up to a mountain to preach the 
Sermon on the Mount to his 
disciples. He went up to the 
Mount of Olives and the Garden 
of Gethsemane to pray for 
strength to meet the cross. 

He carried his cross up Mount 
Calvary, and on that green hill 
far away, died for our sins. He 
went up to the top of a high 
mountain to ascend into heaven 
after his resurrection. Wherever 
you go with Christ, you will have 
the® experience of high-altitude 
religion: a clean heart, a clear 
vision, and a spirit close to the 
will of God. 

Never be afraid of that which is 
high—high thoughts, high ideals, 
high character, high purposes. 
Be afraid only of that which is 
low—low thoughts, low motives, 
low conduct. Live as Sons of the 
Highest. Then your lives will be 
pleasing to God. 
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Editorials 





Canadian Witness 


VERY TIME one is inclined to think the Disci- 

ples’ witness is weakening he ought to visit 
one of our old Canadian churches. More than 
likely it will be a small church (most of them are), 
but he will witness strength and purpose that are 
sometimes noticeably lacking in large, fast-grow- 
ing congregations. 

This year it was our privilege to participate in 
the Ontario convention, held in the Everton 
church. This is the centennial year for Everton. 
The building stands in the open country, with only 
a small addition having been made to the sanc- 
tuary, through the years. 


One could travel far and not find as much genu- 
ine loyalty and devotion to the cause, in every 
respect. These country people know and use good 
literature, they know and support the world out- 
reach program, they have a long history of good 
ministry at home and abroad. 

One doesn’t find better leadership than Byron 
Howlett is giving to this church and to Guelph, the 
nearby city. On convention Sunday we had the 
good fortune to participate in the ordination serv- 
ices for the latest in the line of fine young men 
whom Ontario and Canadian churches have given 
to the ministry, Thomas Fountain. 

The Canadian churches have furnished a large 
number of fine leaders to the churches on this side 
of the border, and we are thankful for them. How- 
ever, it is pleasant to report that a young man 
like Tom Fountain is going to the North Street 
Church, Halifax, Nova Scotia, to begin his minis- 
try. He joins a number who have returned from 
his own seminary in the States in recent years. 


This fall the All-Canada convention of our 
churches will be held in another country church 
in the far-off Maritime province of Prince Edward 
Island. Here, not far from Charlottetown, stands 
the little Cross Roads Church. And, our people 
have been worshiping at Cross Roads for 150 years 
continuously. So far as we have been able to 
learn, this is the longest continuous history in one 
spot that any congregation in the brotherhood can 
show. 

If memory serves us, the Cross Roads Church 
has turned out more than 20 ministers. It shows 
a membership of 19! The Summerside Church, 
also on Prince Edward Island, has had many re- 
cruits. 
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Ontario shows 23 reporting and two non-report- 
ing churches in the current Year Book. Nine of 
them have more than 100 members. Five churches 
reported from Prince Edward Island. This is the 
general pattern across the country. The witness 
and contribution is out of proportion to the num- 
ber of people and the size of the congregations. 
In Canada, as in Great Britain, the American is 
in for a shock and for a lesson in churchmanship, 
when he sees what a few loyal people have done 
together. Their fellowship crosses the lines of 
theological and organizational viewpoints. Only 
one minister in Ontario voluntarily stayed away 
from the convention out of conviction that he 
should not associate. Members of the congrega- 
tion he serves continued in fellowship as they have 
in the past. We could all profit from more fellow- 
ship. 


Honest Visitor 


T IS a familiar experience to hear and read “au- 

thoritative” statements about countries by per- 
sons who spent the night there. If this is an over- 
statement, and we meant it to be so, there are 
altogether too many pronouncements about 
“What’s Wrong With Europe” by tourists who 
took the 17-day all-inclusive trip. And, more than 
one book has appeared which described American 
life and thought as seen from a New York hotel. 

Mrs. William Arthur, wife of the new professor 
of mathematics at Bethany College, shortly after 
their arrival from Glasgow, Scotland, wrote her 
“First Impressions” for the Christian Advocate, 
magazine of the Churches of Christ (Disciples) in 
Great Britain. Her statement is prefaced by the 
remark of an honest visitor, which makes one for- 
get all the foolish attempts to characterize our 
vast land which he has read through the years. 

Wrote Mrs. Arthur: “As we spent only one day 
and night in New York and, since then, have been 
living in Bethany, West Virginia, I do not feel 
qualified to give impressions of America, but only 
of a tiny corner of it.” 

One can learn a whole lot by studying New York 
and Bethany. They are not exactly alike. But 
there are many tiny corners .here. Welcome to 
a new resident who has got off on the right foot. 
“May her tribe increase’’—even among the natives. 
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The Congregation Has a Share 
And a Responsibility in This 
Important Ordinance of Obedience 





Baptism — Not a Private Affair 


E HAVE gone to great expense and trouble 

to place the baptistry in the center of our 
open church chancels, and to elevate it so that it 
may be observed and bear a witness to the content 
of the gospel which we preach. We have done this, 
as with the Communion, because we believe the 
gospel establishes and gives us these sacraments. 


Why, then, do we practice private baptism and 
defeat the very announcement on Sunday morning 
that there will be a baptismal service on Sunday 
night or a certain night during the week. 


For that service there will come members of the 
family of those to be baptized and a few close 
friends and the result is what amounts to a private 
baptismal service. The regular Sunday morning 
congregation of the church remains untouched by 
the service, held in their name and on their behalf, 
which incorporates new members into the family 
of Christ and into the particular responsibility of 
this local group. 

This is not right at all! The congregation is in- 
volved in the service of baptism and should be 
present to accept its responsibility and to be in 
its appointed role of administering the sacraments. 
When the Great Commission sends the church to 
go make disciples, baptize, and teach, it sends the 
Church—not the ministry. 

The church sends its chosen ministers to carry 
out the task, but not alone, except in those places 
where it cannot go and in those tasks where it is 
not prepared to serve. Christ meant the Com- 
mission not only for the ministry, but for the dis- 





Dr. Joyce is associate professor of New Testa- 
ment at Christian Theological Seminary, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. 
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by J. Daniel Joyce 


ciples, the church. It is the church who is called 
to administer the sacraments. 

The minister performs the act because he is 
chosen by the church to do it. Laymen may also 
be chosen by the church to do it in the name of the 
whole body. Whoever performs the act does so in 
the name of the Lord and his church, never in 
his own name. And the congregation should not 
be absent unless there are some better reasons than 
lack of interest or irresponsibility. 

It is one of the major problems of the church 
to get its people to accept the fact that the divinely 
appointed strategy for evangelism, missions, social 
work, etc., is that which involves the whole body 
of believers. At every point of Christian life and 
service, it is the tendency of the congregation to 
escape this involvement by transferral of the re- 
sponsibility to some member of a staff. Indeed, 
it was this sad state of affairs that brought into be- 
ing the multi-sided responsibility. 

Most congregations see themselves in the role 
of spectators at a service of baptism. Nothing 
could be more wrong! Is the congregation really 
involved as a participant? Of course! A believer 
in Christ who has confessed this faith is being 
united by the action of Christ through the Holy 
Spirit with Christ and with his Church. 

The church is administering the sacrament as it 
has been called to do. A covenant is being en- 
tered into and the church, into which one is bap- 
tized, is one party in the covenant. The covenant 
is between Christ and His Church. The individual 
enters that covenant with Christ through the church 
and sustains it in the church and he can never 
honorably break it. Neither can he ever legiti- 
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mately separate between his own interests and 
those of the family of Christ. 


On the other hand, the church cannot separate 
itself from the interests, well-being, and spiritual 
health of this one. In some real sense, the church 
will bear responsibility for whatever course his 
life may take. Now if this is the case, it has a 
tremendous stake in his baptism. 


When he enters a covenant with Christ through 
the church, and stands within the church, he is 
also in covenant with the church and the church 
with him. I refer to the normal situation and not 
the abnormal. It seems that in fact there should 
be some point at which the congregation visibly 
and openly accepts its share in the new covenant 
of the new creation in Christ. 

This might take the form of standing for one 
of the baptismal prayers or answering some ques- 
tion put by the minister. I know one can say that 
the church is there in the person of the minister 
or the few who come, but this is not sufficient, 
when the greater part remains untouched by it. 


When a new baby is to be born into a family, 
wise parents talk it over with the other children 
and try to prepare them for their new responsibil- 
ities and obligations and try to make them realize 
what in fact they are, a party to the event. This 
is a natural course to take because they are in- 
volved in a thousand ways. 


No parents would attempt to adopt a child where 
there were already other children without trying 
at length to prepare them for this event in which 
they will unavoidably have a tremendous stake. 
This is a family affair. The analogy is not far off 
between this and what happens in Christian bap- 
tism. 

Yet our church family sits as spectators and 
most often is not even present to be a party to the 
event. The congregation must somehow be made 
to see its involvement here. 

This service bears a witness on the part of the 
church. It cannot bear this witness to Christ and 
his gospel in a private service. In every Sunday 
morning congregation, there are those who should 
see this service. Many weird ideas about baptism 
circulate about because people have not seen it 
administered. 

Not only do we fail to make this witness by not 
having the service on Sunday morning, but many 
churches cover up the baptistry with a dossel cur- 
tain after spending a tidy sum to install it in the 
center of the chancel. Why not uncover it and let 
it be a constant witness to the acceptance of the 
Great Commission by the church. 

Some have said that the baptistry ought to be 
near the door of the church, not front and center, 
because this would suggest that baptism is truly 
the entrance into the church, the body of Christ. 
This reason is valid but there are others more 
weighty. The front of the church, the chancel, 
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where the Communion is placed and from where 
it is served, where we offer our offerings to God, 
is the usual place of dedication when there is 
something to be dedicated or someone to dedicate 
himself. This is where we come to make our con- 
fession of faith and thus also should come for our 
baptism. 

Furthermore, if it is recognized that according 
to our theology of the nature and mission of the 
church, it does in fact have an involvement in the 
service of baptism, then it is certainly much easier 
to involve the congregation in something taking 
place in front of them than something taking place 
behind them. All of the same reasons one would 
give for putting the pulpit in the front of the 
church can be given with the same validity for 
putting the baptistry in the front, plus many more. 

Of course, there is no objection from my view- 
point to putting all these acts in the center of the 
congregaion as a few of the newest chapels have 
done. 

It also bears a witness on the part of the in- 
dividual. Some request a private service for the 
same reason that some do not want to be baptized 
in the first place, namely, they do not want to bear 
the witness or confess openly the faith upon which 
they come. We should not baptize those who do 
not want to be baptized. 


Baptism is designed of God to be a humbling 
act, and many of those who come do not have the 
humility which it requires. It is an action which 
is directed by faith and which freely confesses 
that faith to those who witness. 

This service is an instruction for the congrega- 
tion. It is called back to its own baptism each time 
it participates in that of another. This is one way 
in which that important moment in life can be 
kept contemporary. This must be done if life is to 
know the power of Christ. 

The dedication, the spirit, and self-surrender 
which is present in baptism is precisely that which 
we need each day to face the tough problems of 
life. Our baptism must remain in the center of our 
experience. It must never be only a past, but an 
experience which is always present. 

It is an instruction at the same time for those 
who are offering themselves. We do a poor job, 
on the whole, of teaching the baptized, prior to 
baptism. To have the service in a proper atmos- 
phere “would certainly be of some help in the in- 
struction. It says so little for the significance of 
the service to have it in the presence of only a few 
friends and on an inauspicious or secondary oc- 
casion. 

On the other hand, what could be more ap- 
propriate than in the context of the Communion 
service on Sunday morning where the baptized 
may witness and then know first hand the way in 
which Christ promises to give himself to us con- 
tinually week after week. 
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73rd Annual Assembly 
Assails Council Critics, 
Including Birch Society 


California Disciples 
Back National Council 


ORANGE, CALIF.—The 73rd An- 
nual Assembly of the Christian 
Churches of Southern California 
approved a resolution reaffirming 
support of the National Council 
of Churches and assailing irre- 
sponsible critics of the Council. 


The action urged church mem- 
bers to help safeguard freedoms 
basic to the survival of civilization 
by “reaffirming our support of the 
National Council of Churches even 
though we may not always agree 
with the public pronouncements 
made by the Council on social, eco- 
nomic and political issues.” 


Christian Churches congregations 
were urged to study the issue of 
communism with well-documented 
sources from and about the Na- 
tional Council of Churches so that 
each member might be aware of 
the real issues at stake for both the 
Council and religious institutions, 
including local congregations. 


The International Convention As- 
sembly in Louisville, Ky., approved 
a similar resolution in October of 
last year. That Assembly noted 
false accusations being leveled 
against the National Council by 
“apostles of discord” and reaffirmed 
“wholehearted support” of the NCC. 


10 Million Methodists 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—There are 
now more than 10,000,000 members 
in The Methodist Church in the 
United States. 

Dr. Harry Denman, general sec- 
retary of the Methodist General 
Board of Evangelism, reported here 
that as of June 26 membership in 
the Church had reached 10,010,671. 


Victory for Atheists 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States Supreme Court unanimously 
held that the state of Maryland 
cannot require a public office holder 
to believe in God. 

It held that article 37 of the 
Maryland state constitution vio- 
lates the Bill of Rights of the Fed- 
eral Constitution and denies “equal 
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protection of the laws” to its citi- 
zens. 

“It was largely to escape religious 
tests and declarations that a great 
many of the early colonists left 
Europe and came here hoping to 
worship in their own way.” 


Oldest Mission Society 
In United Church 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—America’s old- 
est Christian foreign missionary so- 
ciety took on a new name here and 
assumed a new responsibility as the 
world-wide representative of the 
United Church of Christ. 

The American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, 
founded in 1810 by New England 
Congregationalists but always op- 
erated as an _ interdenominational, 
interracial agency, voted to become 
the Board for World Ministries of 
the United Church. 

This action was taken at the bien- 
nial meeting of the General Coun- 
cil of the Congregational Christian 
Churches. These sessions preceded 
the General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ at which the de- 
nomination’s constitution was de- 
clared in force. 

The American Board, which sent 
its first missionary to India, also 
sent the first Americans to Africa, 
Hawaii, and other Pacific islands, 
and to the Middle East. 

With the adoption of the United 
Church constitution the board 
merges with the E & R Board of 
International Missions to form the 
new Board for World Ministries. 
This agency also will take over the 
work of the Congregational Chris- 
tian Service Committee and the 
E & R Commission for World Serv- 
ice. 


Faith and Order 


GENEvA—An anticipated 350 
church leaders and theologians from 
all parts of the world will meet in 
1963 under the auspices of the 
World Council of Churches’ Com- 
mission on Faith and Order to dis- 
cuss ways of bringing about Chris- 
tian unity, it was announced here. 

The conference, which will also 
discuss the doctrine and organiza- 
tion of the churches, will take part 
in a Middle East city to be desig- 
nated later. The sessions will prob- 
ably be held in July of 1963. 

Fourth in a series started in 1927, 
the conference will be the first of 
its kind on the subject since 1952. 
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Adventists Assail 


“False Revivalism” 


LYNWooD, CALIF. (RNS)—Dr. 
Walter R. Beach of Washington, 
D. C., world secretary of the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomina- 
tion, sharply attacked here what 
he called the “highly publicized, 
but spiritually shallow false re- 
vivalism being carried on 
throughout the land today.” 


Such evangelism is resulting in a 
“yawning gap between the profes- 
sion and possession” of faith among 
many Christians, he told the 58th 
annual camp meeting of Southern 
California Adventists. 

“Huge ‘decision’ meetings which 
declare a once-save-always-saved 
philosophy are expressions of defec- 
tive Protestantism,” he asserted. 
“This is superficial Christianity at 
its worst and it is often worse than 
nothing in the sight of God.” 

He contended that such “conver- 
sions” lead people into “false and 
pseudo-Christian practices,” and 
added that “this problem is one of 
the greatest the church has ever 
had to face in its history.” 

Dr. Beach spoke before some 7,000 
gathered in the major meeting hall. 


Council Issues Sharp 
Protest to Portgual 


GENEvA—The World Council of 
Churches, in one of the strongest 
statements ever issued by its in- 
terim policy-making executive com- 
mittee, called upon the government 
of Portugal to “refrain from delib- 
erate action involving the death 
and maiming of thousands of Afri- 
cans” in Angola. 


It warned that Portugal “will in- 
evitably forfeit the sympathy and 
respect of other nations” if it con- 
tinues its present policy aimed at 
repressing nationalist rebels in the 
West African possession. 


The World Council embraces 176 
Protestant, Anglican and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches in more than 50 
countries. 

Its statement deplored “the 
mounting evidence of a rapidly de- 
teriorating situation’ and appealed 
to the government, “in the name of 
humanity and of the Christian prin- 
ciples so long professed in Portu- 
gal” to change its methods. 
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Roman Catholic Church 
Pressure Getting Results; g 
Kennedy Says Loans Constitutional 


Parochial School Aid 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Increas- 
ing pressure on the part of Ro- 
man Catholic leaders to secure 
assistance for that denomina- 
tion’s parochial schools is report- 
edly reaping results. 


At press time a bill providing for 
$375,000,000 in loans for parochial 
and private schools had won the 
approval of the House Education 
and Labor Committee by a 19-11 
vote. 

The bill was sent to the House 
Rules Committee, where all bills on 
education are bottled up because 
some members refuse to clear the 
$2,484,000 public education measure 
for discussion by the House until 
such clearance has been given for 
National Defense Education Act 
amendment providing parochial and 
private school aid. 

Earlier the House Education and 
Labor Committee approved pay- 
ment of government stipends to 
teachers in private and parochial 
schools who attend summer guid- 
ance and counseling institutes. All 
teachers will be eligible for a sti- 
pend of $75 per week and free 
tuition while attending the six-week 
summer institutes. 

The Senate Subcommittee on 
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BILLY GRAHAM and his wife flash 
big smiles as they arrive at New 
York’s Idlewild Airport after the 
evangelist’s three-week crusade in 
Northern England, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. An estimated to- 
tal attendance of 400,000 people at 
various stadiums in the British Isles, 
was reported by the evangelist. 
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Education, headed by Sen. Wayne 
Morse, has voted to approve a pro- 
gram of low-interest, 40-year loans 
for private and parochial schools 
to help them build classrooms. 


The Kennedy administration has 
indicated that it believes a program 
of federal loans to private and pa- 
rochial schools for construction of 
classrooms to teach specific subjects 
is constitutional. 


A legal memorandum prepared 
by Alanson W. Willcox, general 
counsel of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, was 
submitted hy Secretary Abraham A. 
Ribicoff to Sen. Wayne Morse (D.- 
Ore.), chairman of the Senate sub- 
committee on education. 


Mr. Willcox is the same official 
who prepared a long legal memo- 
randum on behalf of the adminis- 
tration contending that straight 
“across the board” construction 
loans to parochial and church-re- 
lated schools would violate the 
First Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, as would any form of direct 
grants or federal assistance in the 
form of tuition grants to students. 

The new memorandum cleared 
the way for both the House and 
Senate subcommittees on education 
to approve a loan program for the 
parochial schools. And it would 
seem to assure that President Ken- 
nedy will sign it. 

“Apart from any question aris- 
ing under the First Amendment,” 
said Mr. Willcox in his new legal 
opinion, “there can be no doubt 
that these [loan] provisions would 
be within the power of Congress to 
adopt.” 


Social Security Makes 


Announcement for Clergy 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The US. In- 
ternal Revenue Service announced 
here that, effective immediately, 
ministers of religion, members of 
religious orders, and Christian 
Science practitioners will no longer 
be permitted to withdraw a waiver 
certificate, once it is filed, declar- 
ing exemption to participation in 
the Social Security system and pay- 
ment of the tax. 


In a few instances, ministers have 
been permitted to withdraw certifi- 
cates once they were filed with the 
Internal Revenue Service. 


Clergymen are exempt from So- 
cial Security taxes, and ineligible 
for its benefits, unless they volun- 
tarily elect coverage by filing the 
waiver on Form 2031. 
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Dutch Reformed Missionary 
Reports 45% of People 
In U.S. Favor Segregation 


American Apartheid 


CAPETOWN, SOUTH AFRICA—A Dutch 
Reformed missionary reported here 
on his return from a five-month 
visit to the United States that “at 
least 45 per cent of Americans fa- 
vor racial segregation.” 

E. H. Botha declared that “most 
of the rest of the Americans are 
under pressure, especially from the 
Churches, to stand for integration. 


“The American racial outlook,” he 
said, “is based on fear of commu- 
nism, and integration is practiced 
there only to prevent other nations 
pointing an accusing finger at 
America. 


“The only difference between 
South Africa and America,” Mr. 
Botha added, “is that South Africa 
is honest about its apartheid policy.” 


Army and Air Force 


Using Council Films 


NEw YoORK—The Army and the 
Air Force are among the heaviest 
purchasers of films and filmstrips 
produced by the National Council 
of Churches’ Broadcasting and Film 
Commission, it was reported here. 

Audio-visual materials ranging in 
subject matter from _ pre-marital 
counseling to foreign missions, in- 
ternational church relief and the 
training of youth leaders have been 
purchased by the services. 

According to Miss J. Margaret 
Carter, director of distribution for 
the Commission, the Air Force had 
accounted for one-third of the sales 
of the popular Youth Workers’ Kit 
which contains six color art film- 
strips, three double-faced records 
and 12 scripts. The kits are used 
by youth workers in this country 
and overseas who serve families of 
Air Force personnel, 


New Lutheran Merger 


ELy, MINN.—The 11,000-member 
National Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (NELC) has decided to 
merge with the 2,469,000-member 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

Delegates to the NELC’s 63rd an- 
nual convention here barely gave 
the required two-thirds majority to 
the merger proposal at the final 
business session. The vote was 112 
to 49. 

The merger will go into effect in 
two years if the Missouri Synod 
agrees to the NELC conditions and 
if there is no protest. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


COMMUNISM CANCER 


St. Lours—The Southern Baptist 
Convention adopted a resolution at 
its annual meeting here calling on 
the denomination’s 9.7 million mem- 
bers to study communism “as medi- 
cal experts study cancer.” 

Noting that recent international 
crises make it plainer than ever 
that Communists seek to conquer 
the world, the resolution expressed 
the SBC’s “gratefulness to all 
agencies, organizations and persons 
who guard our homes, our churches 
and our nation against Communist 
subversion.” 


At the same time the Baptists 
cautioned “against irresponsible use 
of the Communist label as an “ac- 
cusation without sufficient evidence.” 


33-YEAR FAILURE 


VENTURA, CALIF.—An experimental 
denominational merger between 
Presbyterian and Congregational 
congregations here has failed—after 
33 years. 7 

The congregation of the Ventura 
Community Church, one of the city’s 
largest Protestant churches, has 
voted to split and resume denomina- 
tional identities. The church was 
formed in 1928 when the two de- 
cided to merge and build a church. 


ABILENE INTEGRATION 


ABILENE, TEXAS—Qualified Negroes 
will now be permitted to enroll in 
Abilene Christian College’s Graduate 
School, according to a _ decision 
reached by trustees of the Church 
of Christ institution. Still under 
study is the question of whether to 
integrate the undergraduate school. 

The trustees’ action here made 
no mention of dormitory occupancy 
by Negroes. The college now offers 
the master’s degree in Bible, biology, 
business administration, chemistry, 
education, history, mathematics and 
speech. 


CANADIAN UNION IDEA 


ToRONTO—Delegates from more 
than 600 churches in the Toronto 
Conference of the United Church of 
Canada adopted a resolution call- 
ing for organic union with the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Chairman of the Toronto Confer- 
ence committee that drew up the 
resolution, Ernest Marshall Howse 
of Toronto, said the United and 
Presbyterian Churches have basi- 
cally the same doctrine and ad- 
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ministration system. “The challenges 
facing Canada today are too great 
for harmful divisions,” Dr. Howse 
said. He was elected president of 
the Toronto Confernce. 


BIRCH SOCIETY HIT 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Membership in 
the right-wing John Birch Society 
of Dr. N. Burnett Magruder, ex- 
ecutive director of the Louisville 
Area Council of Churches, and the 
society itself came under fire of 
the Louisville Presbyterian of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern). 

In a statement issued after a two- 
and-one-half-hour closed meeting, 
the Presbytery said: “We are deeply 
concerned and grieved about the 
impairment of the cooperative work 
of the Louisville Council of Church- 
es under executive leadership which 
identifies itself with divisiveness and 
irresponsible name-calling.” 

Deploring “the reckless impeach- 
ment of the Protestant clergy and 
respected national political leaders,” 
the Presbytery reaffirmed its “con- 
fidence in the Protestant leadership 
in America.” 


40,000 HEAR BILLY 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND—A crowd 
of nearly 40,000 persons turned out 
in Maine Road Stadium here to 
hear Evangelist Billy Graham de- 
liver his first sermon during the 
three-week “North of England Cru- 
sade.” 


ADAMANT APPEAL 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Emphasizing 
a continued disagreement’ with 
President John F. Kennedy over 
the matter of extending federal aid 
to Catholic parochial schools, House 
Majority Leader John W. McCor- 
mack (D.-Mass.) has placed in the 
Congressional Record a 5,000-word 
manuscript defending such aid by 
John A. O’Brien, a priest who is on 
the University of Notre Dame 
faculty. 


WCC POSTS 


GENEVA—Two Swiss pastors have 
been appointed to executive posts 
in the World Council of Churches. 

Theodore Tschuy, a Methodist 
minister who has_ supervised in- 
ter-church aid programs in Chile 
for the past three years, has 
been named secretary for Latin 
America of the WCC’s Division of 


Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees. 

Dr. Lukas Vischer, for eight 
years pastor of the Reformed church 
at Schaffhausen, is a new member 
of the Department of Faith and 
Order, the unit which deals with 
doctrinal differences among. the 
Churches and organizational barriers 
to Christian unity. 


NEGATIVE LUTHERANS 


MILWAUKEE, WIS.—Right wing 
members of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod addressing a two- 
day State of the Church Conference 
here charged that the conservative 
denomination was on the verge of 
being taken over by liberal ele- 
ments. 


The speakers also attacked the 
National Council of Churches, World 
Council of Churches, Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible and other 
current Biblical scholarship. 


MO. COUNCIL HEAD 


Kansas City—Dr. Stanley I. Stuber 
has resigned as general secretary 
of the Council of Churches of 
Greater Kansas City in order to ac- 
cept the post of executive director 
of the Missouri Council of Churches. 
He will end his work in Kansas City 
this month. 


NO MORMAN MERGER 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—In an age 
of church mergers, there is no pos- 
sibility for reunion of the two main 
denominations of Latter Day Saints, 
the president of one of them said 
here recently. 

W. Wallace Smith, 60, head of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (non-Mormon), 
was asked about the likelihood of 
merger with the much larger Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(Mormon). Although both groups 
look to his grandfather, Joseph 
Smith, as their common founder, 
reconciliation would be impossible 
because of “incompatible” beliefs, 
Mr. Smith said in an interview. 


LABOR—SCHOOL AID 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Some of the 
leaders of organized labor are sup- 
porting the stand of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy on the question 
of federal aid to private and paro- 
chial school systems. 

The announcement of a _ stand 
favoring the proposal for long- 
term federal loans for construction 
of private school buildings, was made 
at a hearing of the House Education 
and Labor subcommittee by Andrew 
J. Biemiller, chief lobbyist for the 
AFL-CIO. 
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Senate Subcommittee 
Testimony Relates to . . . 


Violence on TV 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—More than 
half the television programs fea- 
tured during the prime evening 
hours, 7 to 10 o’clock, are devoted 
to crime and violence, Sen. Thomas 
J. Dodd (D.-Conn.) said here as the 
Senate Juvenile Delinquency Sub- 
committee which he heads opened 
a far-reaching probe into the rela- 
tionship of violence on television to 
rising rates of juvenile crime. 

Since the Senate Juvenile Delin- 
quency probers last took a look at 
the television industry in 1954, the 
number of crime programs has 
tripled, he charged. 

James V. Bennett, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, told the 
Senate probers that the parade of 
violence on television is a direct 
contributing cause of juvenile de- 
linquency and makes it more diffi- 
cult to reeruit good police officers. 

He said television has hurt the 
morale of law enforcement agen- 
cies by showing police to be venal 
or stupid and frequent victims of 
criminals. This causes the wives 
and families of law enforcement 
men to worry incessantly about 
them, he suggested. 

There is strong evidence to be 
found among the inmates of his 
ever-expanding prisons that crime, 
mayhem, and violence on TV “has 
a deleterious emotional effect on 
youth and creates the risk of delin- 
quent behavior,’ Mr. Bennett said. 


University of the South 
Becomes Inter-racial 


Admission for All 


SEWANEE, TENN.—Trustees of the 
University of the South have in- 
structed officials of the institution 
to consider all applications for ad- 
mission “without regard for race.” 

The university, commonly known 
as Sewanee, is owned by 21 Protes- 
tant Episcopal dioceses in 12 South- 
ern states. 

Last May Episcopal pastors of the 
Atlanta diocese passed a resolution 
calling on Sewanee “to make clear 
its loyalty to the Church’s position 
by inviting the applications of 
qualified Negro students to the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences in a pub- 
lic statement.” 


Sewanee has been under fire from 
at least three Episcopal groups for 
awarding an honorary degree to 
Thomas R. Waring, a segregationist 
and editor of the Cl.arleston (S. C.) 
“News and Courier.” 
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Doctorates for Roy and Dale Evans Rogers 
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DOCTORAL HOODS are placed on Roy Rogers and his wife, Dale Evans 
Rogers, noted motion picture and TV celebrities, during the 120th annual 


€ommencement at Bethany College. 


President Perry E. Gresham, left, con- 
fers the honorary doctor of humanics degree upon the couple. 


George 


Earle Owen, executive chairman of The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety’s division of general departments and 1931 graduate of Bethany, re- 


ceived the doctor of divinity degree. 


Owen has his Ph.D. from Columbia 


University. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Rogers 
Awarded Honorary Degrees 
For Helping Children 


An Enduring Legacy 


BETHANY, W. VA.—Bethany Col- 
lege conferred the honorary degree 
of doctor of humanics upon Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Rogers, noted motion pic- 
ture and television entertainers and 
humanitarians, at the school’s 120th 
annual commencement June 4. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers appear on 
the full CBS-TV network of 135 
stations and also do several spec- 
taculars annually for NBC-TV. Mil- 
lions of people have read Mrs. Rog- 
ers’ books, Angel Unaware and My 
Spiritual Diary, the proceeds from 
which have been contributed wholly 
to the welfare of countless retarded 
children. 

During his career, Rogers has 
done more than 5,000 charitable 
performances—an average of about 
one a day. Mrs. Rogers has writ- 
ten 17 popular songs. Rogers has 
starred in 86 feature motion pic- 
tures, and for 12 consecutive years 
has been rated Number One West- 
ern Star by nation-wide polls. ° 

They are members of the Chats- 
worth Community Methodist 
Church near their 136-acre ranch 
at Chatsworth, Calif. 

The citation for the degrees for 
Roy Rogers and Dale Evans Rogers 
at Bethany College ‘said: 


“Roy Rogers and Dale Evans 
Rogers, in the simple purity of your 
faith you have grasped the essential 
fact that the hope and future of 
humanity are in its children... . 
You have devoted your lives to re- 
ceiving little children in Jesus’ 
name, You have repaid your obli- 
gation to the children of the world, 
and left a legacy, in your good 
works and your example, more en- 
during and of greater worth than 
all the miles of film that bear your 
images.” 


Motto Remains . . . 


“In God We Trust” 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—American let- 
ters sent overseas by surface mail 
will continue to carry the motto 
“In God We Trust” when the rate 
is increased on July 1 to eleven 
cents from the present eight cents, 
the Post Office Department an- 
nounced. 


A new eleven-cent stamp was is- 
sued here Junel5. It is similar in de- 
sign to the present eight-cent stamp 
and will carry the motto inscribed 
over the picture of the Statue of 
Liberty. Underneath will be the 
single word, “Liberty.” 

The stamp will be printed in red, 
white and blue and will be placed 
on sale in connection with the 
World Conference of Local Govern- 
ments. 
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Paul Paraphrased for Preachers 


F I PREACH such eloquent ser- 

mons so as to move the hearts 
of all men and am known far and 
wide as a great preacher and even 
have my sermons published, but 
have no love for my people, I am 
only a rattling can, empty and 
noisy. 

If I possess an A.B. degree, 
and a B.D. and a Ph.D. anda D.D. 
so that people marvel at my learn- 
ing, and if I be known as a man 
of faith and action who knows 
what he wants and gets it, and 
if I administer the program of my 
church with precision and effi- 
ciency, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 

If I give more than any other 
person in my church, and work 
myself into a nervous collapse or 
a heart attack because of my zeal 
for the work, but have not love 
for the souls of the people, it is a 
pitiful, futile waste. 

Love makes me patient with 
those who use more of my time 
than I feel that I should give; it 
makes me kind when I am 
tempted to be blunt and abrupt. 
It keeps me humble in the face 
of success and from abusing the 
power of my office, both in the 
church and in other organizations 
of which I am a part. 

Through love I learn to-respect 
the desires of others and to over- 
look the little hurts and disap- 
pointments that come. 

Love keeps me from being 
jealous of my colleagues who have 
larger churches, receive more 





Mr. Frahm is minister of First 
Christian Church, Mankato, Minne- 
sota. 
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by Paul Frahm 


pay, win more recognition and 
whose voices carry more author- 
ity that mine. It stills me when 
I would boast of my own accom- 
plishments and helps me give 
credit to the otherwise unnoticed 
people who make success pos- 
sible. It kills the smug satis- 
faction I might feel when I see 
my enemies or competitors lose 
out or come to harm, and teaches 
me to rejoice when good befalls 
them. 

Love carries all burdens lightly, 
believes the best of every man, 
hopes always in the future, and 
endures everything to win its 





way. 

Love has no end. Prophecy 
passes away; preaching ceases; 
knowledge pales; for our proph- 
ecies are only imperfect guesses, 
and our knowledge is partial, and 
when the perfection of Eternity 
comes, these imperfections will 
pass away. Now we see shadowy 
images as through a darkened 
window, but then we shall see 
face to face. Now we know in 
part, but then we shall under- 
stand fully, even as we have been 
understood. So, faith, hope, love 
abide, these three, but the great- 
est of these is love. 


THE 
BENT 
TWIG 


“As the twig is bent so grows the tree,” 
Was a saying quoted oft to me. 

And I have watched throughout the years 
The twisted trees, the bitter tears. 


Then, there’s the tree so straight and tall 
It scarcely seems to bend at all. 

And, best of all, the supple tree 

That bends in an adversity, 


But still is strong, through others fail, 
And gallantly withstands the gale. 

So bend the twig with tender care 

And nurture it with love and prayer. 


by Catherine Starr Wilson 
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INCE the rise and fall of Eve, 
woman has not had it so 
good as the American woman has 
it today,” the magazine article 
pointed out. I checked back, and, 
sure enough, it was written by 
a man! 

I agree that, in many ways, 
this is true. And, the American 
woman has been quick to size 
up her opportunities and take 
advantage of them! 

Even so, never has there stood 
a woman as confused, as mis- 
understood, as analyzed, as the 
American woman is today. She 
seems to be standing in the center 
of an arena with everybody blow- 
ing a whistle at her. 

Life has barreled out and 
pushed her into patterns beyond 
comprehension, patterns not yet 
even totally formed. Far out 
beyond the four-walled safety 
generally accepted as ‘“woman’s 
place” twenty-five years ago. The 
“place” has vanished along with 
street cars, front porch swings, 
and steak at thirty-five cents a 
pound. And, contrary to what 
most whistle blowers imply, the 
American woman did little to 
create this condition. 

Take advertising, for instance. 
The gimmicks used to play upon 
the gullibility of women are leg- 
ion. 

I can still hear the tonal change 
of the refrigerator salesman’s 
voice. He was showing me how 
one section of the freezing unit 
slid out for cleaning, then sud- 
denly (as though hearing a 
whistle from the department 
head) revamped his sales pitch. 
“But you probably will never 
even take this out . . . since this 





Everybody Blows a Whistle 


model automatically defrosts.” 

Now, really, fellas, all women 
know that every so often it is 
necessary to take about two hours 
and clean a refrigerator. And, 
that the only thing really auto- 
matic is that you just automati- 
cally have to stop and do it! 

Advertising men and their lay- 
out crews work overtime figuring 
new ways to “sell” the little wom- 
an, having been carefully briefed 
with facts showing “the woman 
of the house does the buying.” 

Then these “thinkers” close up 
shop, go home and relax. They 
tend to forget they are living 
with statistics about whom they 
have been plotting all day, totally 
unaware other sales crews have 
had access to the same startling 
information. Such men _ have 
been known to shriek with horror 
if they discover their own wife 
has that day “fallen” for a quick 
sales story. And there goes an- 
other whistle! 

The policy-makers—prime whis- 
tle blowers! I read the other day 
that “industry is always trying 
to come up with something that 


will do the work of a hundred 


men. A recent suggestion was 
. .. hire fifty women.” 

There are times when every- 
body blows a whistle at the same 
time . . . the husband, the boss, 
the children, the school the com- 
munity, the church. And when 
this happens, something has to 
give! 

Some women cry. Ever have 
this happen and wonder, “now 
just what did I say that could 
cause her to do all that?” 

Some blame the inventor of 
whistles. 

Some have avenues of escape. 
I used to have a mental “body 
closet” where I stood ornery 
whistle blowers and_ slowly 
dripped chloroform all the while 
I was politely listening to their 
directions. Came in real handy. 

Plotting schemes to throw a 
woman off guard for very long 
is sort of like developing new 
weapons against the enemy. No 
sooner is one developed than the 
American woman has one oper- 
ating that will counteract it. 

Woman may not blow a whis- 
tle, but she has been known to 
change many a melody. 


THE MIGHTY GOD 


_ When atom bombs of destructive power .. . 

. . . Threaten my path to the Goal... I 
rest in the arms of the Mighty God... 
Who’s the keeper of my soul . . . While 


here I learn of the lesson anew... 


That 


God’s strong might has its day ... And 
the eternal soul will live and reign 
. . . When atoms have passed away... 


by W. R. Tucker 





Thomas: Through Doubt to Faith 


“Where 
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Memory Selection: 
Blessed are those who have 


HOSE who wrote the four 

gospels in our New Testa- 
ment were not interested in giv- 
ing a life history of themselves 
or of the other disciples. Their 
concern was to record the life 
and sayings of their Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and to portray their faith 
in him. For this reason, we do 
not hear very much about some 
of the disciples. There seems 
to have been very few incidents 
during the earthly ministry of 
Jesus in which many of them 
were personally concerned. 

The lesson today has to do with 
Thomas, one of these about whom 
we hear very little. John men- 
tions him three times and we 
shall look at all three of these 
instances. It is interesting to 
notice that although there is only 
this occasional mention of Thom- 
as, the things which happened 
in these instances are the source 
of much comfort, strength and 
faith for Christian people. Jesus 
seized every opportunity to teach 
and to give an account of his 
Messiahship. 

Thomas knew one thing, and 
knew it well. He was devoted 
to following Jesus and willing to 
go with him to the end. We have 
to understand the later passages 
in our lesson today in the light 
of the first one. I am not sure 
that I like the sub-title of our 
lesson because we start out with 
an instance of faith, not doubt. 

Jesus and the disciples were 
in Galilee when he said, “let us 
go into Judea again” (John 11: 
7). The disciples knew that this 
meant danger. It is interesting 
to see how they distinguished be- 
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the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


tween themselves and the people 
of Judea. They said that, “the 
Jews were but now seeking to 
stone you” (verse 8.) They them- 
selves were Jews but the feeling 
was not entirely pleasant between 
Galileans and Judeans. It would 
not be correct to say that these 
disciples thought of themselves 
as “Christians” at this early 
stage but, obviously, they were 
prepared to follow Jesus and 
whatever he taught. 

It is at this point that Thomas 
makes a brave and devoted dec- 
laration when he says, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with 
him” (verse 16). If this is not 
faith, it is surely akin to it. 


Thomas may have had some 
doubts yet to arise but he knew 
whom he loved and served. One 
the 


has feeling after read- 


by the Editor 


ing this simple statement that 
Thomas will come out alright, 
whatever doubts he may have in 
the future. 

Jesus continued to teach the 
disciples as he prepared for his 
last days. One of the most dif- 
ficult things for them to under- 
stand was the possibility for 
eternal life in the presence of 
Christ. Now he says again that 
he will go away “and prepare a 
place” before coming again to 
receive them unto himself (John 
14:3). 

When he said, “You know the 
way,” Thomas came into the pic- 
ture for the second time. He 
said, in his own words, that they 
did not even know where he was 
going so obviously they could 
not know how to get there 
(verse 5). The reply of Jesus 
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is one of the most profound and 
helpful expressions of his purpose 
that we have. He, himself, is 
“the way, and the truth, and 
the life’ (verse 6). 

Thomas must have been think- 
ing of a physical trip to some 
“place” but Jesus was talking 
about his spiritual journey from 
man to the Father. This state- 
ment is absolute, in Jesus’ words; 
“no one comes” except through 
Jesus. 

Thomas really becomes what 
so many have called “an honest 
doubter” at the time of the ap- 
pearance of Jesus after the cru- 
cifixion. He did not see Jesus 
when first came to the disciples 


and now he says that he will not 
believe that Jesus came until he 
is able to see physical evidence 
of his presence (20:25). 

There are many interesting 
comparisons in the New Testa- 
ment between the faith of the 
disciples and then their doubts 
afterwards which seem to belie 
their earlier confessions. This 
is one of them. Like the two on 
the road to Emmaus, Thomas 
must have felt that the end had 
truly come. 

It was “eight days later,’’ when 
Thomas got the proof he had 
been seeking. He expressed his 
faith in another phrase that has 


Meaning for Today 


T IS indeed unfortunate that 

we have come to regard 
Thomas as a rather inferior dis- 
ciple because we are most familiar 
with his doubting the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. It is unfortunate 
for two reasons. 


I 


First, doubt is not always a 
thing to be scorned or held in 
contempt. True, the narrow- 
minded alarmist who doubts the 
validity of any ideas save his 
own, and who objects to all new- 
ness on the pure emotional basis 
that it represents a change from 
tradition, is a tremendous burden 
for any group to carry in its 
fellowship and an_ individual 
solely dedicated to himself. But 
there must be some room left 
in life for intelligent doubt and 
honest skepticism. For an in- 
dividual can engage in intelligent 
doubt and honest skepticism and 
still be deeply devoted to the 
field in which he labors. More 
than this, he can perform more 
lasting good than many of his 
contemporary “yes men.” 
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By Ross M. Willis 


Had Galileo not doubted the 
views of the Copernican fathers 
of his day he would never have 
advanced the daring theory that 
the sun was stationary and the 
earth revolved around it. Yet in 
spite of his doubts, Galileo was 
deeply devoted to the field of 
astronomy. 

Had Magellan not doubted the 
belief that the world was flat, he 
would never have set out to dra- 
matically sail around our globe. 
Yet in spite of his doubts, Magel- 
lan was deeply devoted to naviga- 
tion. In fact, in both Galileo and 
Magellan, it was their devotion to 
their individual sciences that 
caused them to doubt, to experi- 
ment, to explore. 

So it was Thomas. It was 
Thomas’ deep devotion to our 
Lord that caused him to doubt the 
comments of others about the 
risen Christ. It was Thomas’ 
devotion and dedication that 
made him want to see and ex- 
perience the risen Lord for him- 
self. We should never forget that 
from beholding, Thomas utters 
one of the immortal confessions 


been discussed through the cen- 
turies: “My Lord and my God!” 
(verse 28). Was he using both 
words as descriptive of Jesus 
Christ, or was he putting Jesus 
as “Lord” together with God? 
Did he believe now that “no one 
comes to the Father’ except 
through Jesus, his Lord? 

The men of the ages have dis- 
cussed these theological points. 
It will be well for us in the church 
school classes to dwell more 
heavily upon the last verse of 
the text. We have never seen 
Jesus in the flesh but we may 
have the blessing of God even 
though we “have not seen and yet 
believe.” 


of devotion, “My Lord, and my 
God.” 

Thomas’ comment to what 
others said about the risen Christ 
is an eternal statement of devo- 
tion to what he considered the 
most important thing in his life. 


II 


But there is a second reason 
why Thomas should not be re- 
garded as an inferior disciple 
because of his doubting. It is 
simply that Thomas was not al- 
ways a doubter. At the death 
of Lazarus, when the other dis- 
ciples thought it would be suicide 
for Jesus to go so near Jerusalem 
as Bethany and sought to divert 
him from this journey, Thomas 
said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let 
us all go, that we may die with 
him.” 

Here, Thomas testifies that he 
was willing to die with Christ 
rather than seek to dissuade his 
Master from a mission he felt 
important. When we see this 
side of Thomas’ faith in Christ 
we can also better understand 
why Thomas wanted to experi- 
ence the risen Lord for himself 
and not be content merely with 
what others said about the re- 
turned Christ. For Thomas’ de- 
votion to Christ is a glory to be- 
hold as it is revealed through 
the pages of the New Testament. 

The Church of today needs 
more men and women who are 
as devoted to Christ as Thomas 
has proven himself to be. 


(945) 17 








Art by FitzSimmons 


HEN I was a little girl 

Father thrilled me with his 
magnificent stories. I never knew 
whether or not to believe the 
tales, they were so exciting. Most 
of the time Mother would chide 
him. “Henry, you know it wasn’t 
quite that way.” But when 
Father told this story Mother 
only smiled. It wasn’t until after 
Father’s death that I was sure it 
was true. 

A few weeks after Father died, 
when Mother had agreed to come 
live with me, I climbed the stairs 
to the attic to begin the task 
of sorting through the trunks and 
cartons piled haphazardly amid 
the many pieces of outdated 
furniture. Meanwhile, Mother 
was downstairs cleaning out 
Father’s desk, because she could 
no longer manage the stairs. 

Scarcely had I gotten the task 
underway when I happened upon 
a huge, round millinery box, tied 
with a dusty, faded pink satin 
ribbon. Recalling Father’s fav- 
orite tale, I anxiously whisked 
away the dust, slipped off the 
ribbon and lifted the lid. Nestled 
in numerous folds of yellowed 
tissue paper was a mammoth 
creation of pink straw, embel- 
lished with large pink satin roses 
and yards and yards of lace. 

I knew then that Father’s tale 
was true. Carefully I lifted the 
faded hat and carried it, almost 
reverently, down the stairs to 
Father’s study. It was almost 
as though Father was there again. 
I imagined I could hear his voice. 

“Kathleen,” Father began, “if 
you can’t catch the man you want 
any other way, buy yourself a 
big pink hat. 

“I remember,” he continued, 
“the first time I saw your Mother. 
Mr. Crandon, the owner of the 
clothing store where I worked, 
had to go to New York on a buy- 
ing trip. I’d been there only 
eighteen months, was only nine- 
teen years old, and was about 
as surprised as one can be when 
he told me I was to be in charge 
of the store in his absence. Natu- 
rally it was of the utmost im- 
portance that I maintain the nor- 
mal sales volume, or even increase 
it, thus proving my value as an 
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employee. 

“I was locking up that first 
evening when I noticed the wee 
slip of a girl staring into Cran- 
don’s display window. Her hair 
caught my eye. It was the most 
beautiful hair I had ever seen— 
like pure copper. 

“The next evening she was 
there again, staring into our win- 
dow. When I noticed her again 
the next evening I watched her 
from inside the door for several 
minutes, tilting her head this way 
and that. Evidently the wide, 
pink hat in the window was the 
apple of her eye—and she was 
fast becoming the apple of my 
eye. 
“T decided then and there she 
was the girl for me. Meeting her 
was now my most important 
problem. I almost forgot Mr. 
Crandon had left me in charge 
of his store. I was half way 
home when I suddenly remem- 
bered I hadn’t locked the store. 
I hurried back, hoping no one 
would notice me and report my 
carelessness to Mr. Crandon. 

“The next several evenings I 
lingered inside, unable to sum- 
mon the courage to step outside 
and invite the young lady in to 
try on the pink hat. Girls had 
been my hobby, you might say, 
but I had suddenly become 
tongue-tied and shy. Every eve- 
ning I decided the girl was more 
beautiful but every evening I 
grew more shy and the desire to 
meet her grew more urgent. 

‘Meanwhile the store was func- 
tioning more and more by itself. 
I began making inexcusable er- 
rors. I made a four dollar and 
thirty-seven cents error in favor 
of Mrs. Benson, our best cus- 
tomer, and didn’t even know it 
until the bookkeeper called it to 
my attention. Of course I had 
to make up the deficit; it was 
costing me and I wasn’t even 
courting the girl—yet. 

“Three days later Mrs. Benson 
came in again. This time I made 
another mistake, one dollar and 
nineteen cents in our favor, which 
the bookkeeper immediately called 
to my attention. 

“That evening the young lady 
did not stop to peer into our 


window. Probably it was be- 
cause it was raining, but I 
couldn’t be sure. I was so upset 
I could hardly eat. The fact 
that Mr. Crandon was due back 
in three days and I had not 
proved myself indispensable, but 
instead had nearly succeeded in 
proving otherwise, was little con- 
solation. 

“The next day, first thing, I 
took the hat from the window, 
marked it sold and replaced it 
with another hat. Surely, I 
thought, this would bring the girl 
inside to inquire about it. At 
closing time I was busy waiting 
on a customer and missed seeing 
the girl. 

“Desperation was getting the 
upper hand. I didn’t sleep much 
that night. Finally I decided to 
face up to the situation. I would 
put the hat in a box and give it to 
the girl. 

“That evening when she ap- 
peared I, in my eagerness, tripped 
and sprawled at her feet. Fortu- 
nately, the box and hat remained 
intact. Seeing I wasn’t hurt 
physically, though my dignity 
suffered irreparably, she burst 
into laughter. 

“Feeling all was lost, I swiftly 
extracted the hat from its wrap- 
pings, slapped it on her head, 
planted a kiss firmly on her lips 
and stalked homeward. 

“It wasn’t long before she 
caught up with me. ‘T always 
thank a person properly for a 
gift,’ she said and kissed me. 

“It was my turn to catch up 
with her. That I did. I never let 
her get ahead of me again. 

“And Mr. Crandon gave me a 
raise when he discovered the huge 
pink hat was gone. He didn’t 
think we’d ever get rid of that 
‘white elephant,’ he said.” 

Mother took the hat from me 
and turned it round and round 
in her hands. Then she grinned 
impishly. “Kathleen, I never told 
your Father this. But I never 
wanted the hat. With my red 
hair and this big pink hat I was 
the most conspicuous person in 
town. All the time your father 
watched me I was admiring the 
mannequin’s necklace. I hated 
the hat!” 
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Unity Conversations Urged; 
Gibbs Elected President; 
Biennial Convention Approved 


S. Calif. Assembly 


ORANGE, CALIF.—Local Chris- 
tian Churches were urged here 
to create opportunities for con- 
versations on unity with repre- 
sentatives of the United Church 
of Christ and members of other 
church groups interested in the 
unity of the Church. 


A resolution on unity approved 
by the 73rd Annual Assembly of the 
Cai 2 i ¢t i-en 
Churches 
of Southern Cali- 
fornia expressed 
the belief that 
progress on 
unity “often 
springs out of 
face-to-face dis- 
cussions of 
Christians who 
dream of and 
promote the 
restoration 
of the unbroken 
wholeness of Christ’s Church uni- 
versal.”’ 


The convention action urged 
Christian Churches’ congregations to 
create local opportunities “to have 
discussions and conversations” on 
“The Nature of the Unity We Seek” 
or other related subjects. 





Tom Gibbs 


Gibbs New President 


Thomas J. Gibbs, Jr., for ten 
years pastor of Westchester Chris- 
tian Church, Los Angeles, was 
elected president of the Christian 
Churches of Southern California for 
a two-year term. 


Also elected were: Heber Pit- 
man, pastor of Central Church, San 
Diego, first vice-president; Mrs. 
Russell Washburn, a laywoman 
from Hollywood-Beverly Christian 
Church, Hollywood, second vice- 
president; and M. Clifford Cole, as- 
sociate minister of First Church, 
Pasadena, recorder. 


George Tolman, pastor of First 
Church, Orange, was elected chair- 
man of the board of directors of the 
Assembly. 


26 Resolutions 


Twenty-six resolutions were pre- 
sented before the first delegate con- 
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vention in Southern California in 


which 600 delegates participated 
and for which a total of over 6,000 
conventioners were registered. 


Speaking extemporaneously Al- 
fred T. DeGroot, Virgil Sly and 
Raymond McCallister opened the 
evening session on the first night. 
Each sat or stood behind symbols 
of their various responsibilities— 
professor’s lectern, administrator’s 
desk and pulpit. 

This inovation of presentation 
sparked the imagination of every- 
one present. Dr DeGroot, professor 
at TCU, lectured each day and ap- 
peared on a Los Angeles TV panel. 

Dr. Sly, executive chairman of 
the UCMS’s division of world mis- 
sion, and Dr. McCallister, pastor, 
Webster Groves Christian Church, 
Glendale, Mo., appeared each day 
to deepen the spirit and knowledge 
of the church. They, too, had re- 
sponsibilities on local radio and TV 
programs. 


Resolutions 


Among the resolutions acted upon 
by the Assembly, the following ac- 
tions were taken: 


Reaffirmation of support of the 
National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. 


Urged that the Annual Assembly 
of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches become biennial 
beginning in 1964. Also approved a 
biennial assembly for Southern Cali- 
fornia Christian Churches. 


Declared cigarette smoking as a 
moral issue and advocated that 
church leaders refrain from adopt- 
ing the habit. 


Declared that the mission of the 
Church is for the redemption of all 
mankind “and therefore, that every- 
thing that happens to persons every- 
where or at any time is of concern 
to God.” The same resolution de- 
scribed as “suspect” any group or 
individual, “however well _ inten- 
tioned” which advocates violence 
and proclaims hatred. 


Commended all churches which 
include the financial needs of the 
Disciples Seminary Foundation in 
their church budgets and resolved 
that all churches in the area be 
urged to do so. 


Voiced opposition to objectionable 
films which exploit bestial passions 
of men in base subjects of vice, 


crime, pornography and lewd sex. 


Encouraged governmental agen- 
cies “to be steadfast and unwaver- 
ing in their opposition to the Com- 
munistic menace’’ and urged 
churches to inspire youth “without 
traditional belief in God and in 
Christ.” 


Strongly recommended that every 
effort be made by Disciples in South- 
ern California to make the 1962 As- 
sembly of the International Con- 
vention (to be held in Los Angeles) 
a success. 


Went on record as favoring the 
sending of associate ministers and 
ministers of Christian education to 
the assemblies of Christian Churches 
on all levels. The action also urged 
that churches consider sending the 
wife of the minister and sharing in 
her expenses. 


Smoking Moral Issue 


ORANGE, CALIF.—The 1961 Annual 
Assembly of the Christian Churches 
of Southern California declared 
smoking of cigarettes a moral issue. 


A resolution approved by the 73rd 
Annual Assembly called attention 
to the health hazards caused by 
cigarette smoking by quoting scien- 
tific studies. 

The convention action resolved 
“that the area assembly of the 
Christian Churches of Southern 
California recognize and declare 
cigarette smoking as a moral issue 
and that they encourage ministers, 
lay leaders and youth not to engage 
in this practice.” 


Moratorium on Manuscripts 


With pleasure and regret, we an- 
nounce that so many usable articles 
have been sent us by the readers 
that no more will be needed until 
next year. Hundreds have been re- 
turned but we still have a hundred 
suitable for use through March, 
1962. There is not space for all of 
these. 


Thank you for your wonderful 
interest and support. Beginning in 
January, we will be glad to see your 
suggestions for April—-December, 
1962. 

This notice does not apply to news 
items and letters to the editor, of 
course. There is an abundance of 
these, too, but please keep them 
coming. Others like to know what 
you are doing and thinking.—THE 
EDITOR 
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San Antonio Church Has 
115 New Members in Year 


60 Additions in 
60-Day Crusade 


SAN ANTONIO—Sixty members 
united with Western Hills Chris- 
tian Church here June 25, after 60- 
day crusade under the direction of 
Bayne E. Driskill. 

Representing the largest number 
of additions on one day to one 
Christian Church in San Antonio in 
recent years the new members were 
introduced in a morning service. 

This brought the five-year-old 
church’s total for the year to 115 
additions. Robert E. Peterson, min- 
ister since the church was begun, 
reports the membership now totals 
283. 


Canton Associate Dies 


CANTON, OH10o—Francis M. Arant, 
associate minister here at First 
Christian Church, died suddenly on 


Orange, Texas, Church 


ORANGE, TEXAS—First Christian 
Church here has dedicated its edu- 
cation unit, completing a building 
program which began with the 
erection of the sanctuary in 1954. 

Frank Mabee, minister of the 
First Church, Lake Charles, La., de- 
livered the principal address at 
dedication services. 

Two former ministers of the 
Orange Church participated in the 
service: Charles D. Poston, now 
living in Bridge City, Texas, and M. 
C. Turpin, minister of the First 
Church, Mexia, Texas. Mr. Turpin, 
minister of the Orange church at 
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June 22. He formerly was presi- 
dent of Midwest Christian College, 
Oklahoma City, and held pastorates 
in California at Inglewood, Covina 
and Compton. 


Long-Range Study at 


Indianapolis Institute 


INDIANAPOLIS—A long-range pro- 
gram to stimulate the new church 
advance of the Christian Churches 
got underway at the first national 
Institute on Church Planning and 
Development at Christian Theologi- 
cal Seminary here on July 13-23. 

The over-all purpose of the Insti- 
tute was to carry out “seven sug- 
gested steps” in church planning 
recommended by the board of trus- 
tees of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Twenty-nine Disciple leaders from 
14 states began their individual 
projects using the seven steps—sur- 
vey, diagnosis, prognosis, goal and 
policy formation, design for action 
program, implementation, feedback 
and review—as a guide. 


Dedicates New Unit 


the time the sanctuary was erected, 
preached at the morning worship 
service, and participated in the 
dedication. J. R. Johnson, minister 
of the church, presided. 

The education building provides 
facilities for church administration 
and for classrooms for the church 
school. 

The total cost of the project, in- 
cluding the absorption of a $14,000 
mortgage on the sanctuary, was 
$109,000. This was financed through 
the Board of Church Extension fol- 
lowing the sale of $50,000 in invest- 
ment certificates, 
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Researchers in Huddle 
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LOUIS COCHRAN, author of Fool of 
God, has been visiting the head- 
quarters for the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society frequently to do 
research on Raccoon John Smith. 
He is shown here (right) with the 
president of the Society, Willis R. 


Jones (center), and Howard Elmo 
Short, editor of THE CHRIISTIAN. 


To New Ministries 


@R. R. Yelderman, Tyler, Texas, 
has been called to serve as interim 
minister at First Christian Church, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 


@ Leonard W. Short, minister of 
Community Christian Church, 
Painesville, Ohio, has resigned. He 
will become minister of the Jeromes- 
ville Christian Church, near Ash- 
land, Ohio. 


@ Robert A. Thomas has been called 
to serve as minister of University 
Christian Church, Seattle, Wash. 
For the past 12 years he has been 
minister of First Christian Church, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


@ Tracy Silvester has been called 
by Central Christian Church, Enid, 
Okla., to the position of administra- 
tive assistant in music and educa- 
tion. For 15 years he was director 
of music and fine arts at First Chris- 
tian Church, Oklahoma City, and 
more recently he has been serving 
as minister of education and music 
at Central Church, Van Nuys, Calif. 


@ Lewis L. Corporon has resigned 
as minister of Christian education 
at Central Church, Enid, Okla., to 
accept a call from First Church, 
Ponca City, Okla., where he will 
serve in a similar position. 


@ Kenneth H. Tuttle has been called 
to serve as minister of Central 
Christian Church, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. He recently completed six 
years of ministry with First Church, 
Vallejo, Calif. 
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COUNTRY HOMES CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH, Spokane, Wash., purchased 
this parsonage. On April 16 this two- 
year-old congregation dedicated its new 
building site. Earl Van Doren, Wash- 
ington state secretary, was the speaker. 
George M. Mitchell is the pastor. 
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PROGRAM FOR THE FAMILY NIGHT 
DINNER at Magnolia Avenue Christian 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, featured four 
missionaries. Pictured (from left) are: Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry E. Felkel, from the Congo; 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bremer, recently assigned 
as missionaries in Japan; John M. Hughes, 
minister; and Ed Lowther, chairman of the 
church’s outreach department. 


























HISTORICAL MARKER desig- 
nates the burial place of James 
O’Kelly near Chapel Hill, N. C. 
The O’Kelly movement was nearly 
concurrent with that of Barten 
W. Stone. The “O’Kelly-ites” be- 
came a part of the Congrega- 
tional-Christian Church in 1931 
and now are part of the United 
Church of Christ. 





THIS PRAYER CHAPEL of First 
Christian Church, McAlester, 
Okla., has been dedicated. It is 
used for private meditation and 
small group worship experiences. 
doe Samuels is minister of the 

church. 





THIS PARSONAGE has been purchased by First 

Christian Church, Corvallis, Ore. The church 

building has been remodeled to provide improved 

facilities, including office space, a new furnace and a 

ventilating system. Glyn B. Adsit is the minister. 
—Ray S. Hewitt. 
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Missionaries Trained 
In Radio Communication 


INDIANAPOLIS—The necessity of 
rapid mission-to-mission communi- 
cation, proven during the Congo 
crisis, impels the modern missionary 
to know how to repair a radio set: 

That’s why eight missionaries of 
the Christian Churches from the 
fields of Latin America and Africa 
participated in a nine-day course 
here on the maintenance of radio 
equipment. 

Learning from first-hand experi- 
ence, the missionaries assembled 
their own testing equipment from 
kits and put old receiving sets in 
working order. The school closed 
May 6. 

Instructors in the Disciples’ first 
radio school were: James Sugioka 
of Indianapolis, director of material 
services for the United Christian 
Missionary Society, and Clarence 
Williams, missionary to the Congo. 

Z. K. Russell of Waterloo, Iowa, 
vice-president of the Disciples 
Amateur Radio Fellowship and a 
retired pastor, was guest lecturer. 

Stressing the need for the prac- 
tical course, ‘Sugioka said: 

“Due to the Jack of mission work- 
ers trained in radionics and the 
current need for radio communica- 
tion among the stations, it is im- 
perative that missionaries learn to 
service their own equipment.” 

The importance of radio com- 
munication was exemplified early 
in the Congo crisis, he pointed out. 

Disciples stations in Congo re- 
ceived radio equipment only four or 
five days before trouble erupted in 
the new Africa nation. 

From a sickbed, Williams taught 
his fellow missionaries in Congo 
how to set up and use their radios. 
All of the nine mission stations were 
in operation until the temporary 
withdrawl of missionaries started. 

“Our missionaries were tied 
closer together by the operating 
stations,” Williams said. “We were 
able to know what was happening 
at the other missions and where the 
trouble spots were.” 

Technical training in small pack- 
ages is essential for the present- 
day missionary, Dr. Robert G. Nel- 
son, executive secretary of the 
UCMS’ Department of Africa, said. 
The radio course was provided by 
the Department of Africa in co- 
operation with other UCMS sec- 
tions. 

Participating in the radio main- 
tenance course were R. Q. Adams of 
Boonegrove, Ind., a missionary to 
Paraguay, and six missionaries to 
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Congo: Don Angle of Enid, Okla.; 
Frank Coburn of Indianapolis; 
Harry Felkel of Fort Worth, Texas; 
Melvin Richey of Independence, 
Kan.; Ralph Tillery of Enid, Okla.; 
Claylon Weeks of Winamac, Ind.; 
and Williams of Waco, Texas. 


W. H. Sperry Retires 


PEKIN, ILL—William Homer 
Sperry, a minister for 50 years and 
for the past seven years pastor of 
First Christian Church, Creve Coeur, 
Ill., has retired as of June 1. 

A former dean of Johnson Bible 
College, Mr. Sperry has_ served 
churches in Canada, Tennessee, 
Indiana, Georgia, Illinois and Minne- 
sota. He now lives here at 1300 
Martha Avenue. 


Frank Bobbitt Ordained 


CLARKSVILLE, Mo.—Frank C. Bob- 
bitt, minister of the Christian 
Church here, was ordained to the 
Christian ministry in a special serv- 
ice held at the church. 

Mr. Bobbitt recently graduated 
from the Missouri School of Reli- 
gion, Columbia. He has been serv- 
ing the church here for the past 
four years and also is minister of 
the Annada Community Church. 

The ordination sermon was given 
by the candidate’s father, Ben C. 
Bobbitt, executive secretary of the 
Christian Churches of Northern 
California-Nevada area. 


John Wofersberger Ordained 


HUTCHINSON, KAN.—The service 
of ordination to the Christian min- 
istry for John D. Wofersberger was 
held here at Park Place Christian 
Church. Mr. Wofersberger recently 
received his B.D. degree from The 
Graduate Seminary, Enid, Okla. 

Among participants in the serv- 
ice were: John Henry Cain, Dean 
Stephen J. England, Roland K. Huff, 
Harry Cavett, Jack Loban, Orland 
Blass, Dr, Leland Glaser, Raymond 
Johnson, Harold Ladd, Paul Le- 
wellyn and Eugene N. Frazier, min- 
ister of Park Place church. 


CORRECTION 


Fort WortTH—The news story in 
the issue of June 25 reporting the 
Texas Convention of Christian 
Churches erroneously reported in 
its heading that the Texas con- 
vention budget is $291,000. 

As the story itself correctly in- 
dicated that amount represents the 
operating budget of the Texas Board 
of Christian Churches, of which 
Richard Clayborne is president. 


Classified advertisements are accepted at the rate of 
25c per word, subject to editorial approval. Minimum 
charge $5.00. 


Gresham Notes Plea 
For Christian Unity 


Fort WorTH, TEXAS—One central 
theme of the Christian Churches is 
the reunion of Christendom, Dr. 
Perry E. Gresham, president of both 
Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va., 
and the International Convention 
of Christian Churches, said here. 

Dr. Gresham spoke during the 74th 
annual assembly of the Texas Con- 
vention of Christian Churches at 
the Will Rogers Memorial Auditor- 
ium. 

“This plea for unity has never 
called for a merger of sovereign 
denominations,” Dr. Gresham said. 
“There would be little advantage 
to American religion for a few 
large denominations to form a mo- 
nopolistic giant corporation. 


“The plea of the Christian 
Churches has always been for the 
union of the followers of Christ on 
the message of the New Testament. 


“The Articles of Confederation 
failed to unite the thirteen sovereign 
colonies. The people formed the 
United States of America, however, 
when the Constitution was ratified. 
The New Testament is the Christian 
Constitution. 

“The heritage of the Christian 
Churches is a reasonable approach to 
the Christian religion. It is as old 
as the day of Pentecost in Jeru- 
salem and as new as the Texas 
State Convention in Fort Worth. 
The Apostle Paul and Socrates have 
both inuflenced the religious move- 
ment, but it is as integral to Amer- 
ica as the jury system or a baked 
potato.” 


RICHARD DeVILLIERS (left) con- 
ducted a Membership Decision Cru- 
sade for First Christian Church, 
Winfield, Kan. Mrs. Arthur Rahn 
was chairman of the attendance 
committee and Glenn Shoemaker 
(right) is minister of the church. 
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Ross, Tougaloo Speaker 


TouGALoo, Miss.—Dr. Emory Ross, 
an authority on African affairs, 
spoke Sunday, June 4, at the 92nd 
commencement exercises of Tou- 
galoo Southern Christian College 
in Woodworth chapel here. 

Dr. Ross is a former missionary 
to Africa, author of the widely- 
known’ book, Africa Disturbed, 
and participant in the work of a 
number of philanthropic funds and 
boards concerning world causes. 

Tougaloo College, which is sup- 
ported by Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) and Congregational 
Christian Churches, is a four-year 
accredited liberal arts college with 
more than 500 students. 

Dr. Adam Daniel Beittel, presi- 
dent of Tougaloo, gave the bacca- 
laureate sermon and presented 126 
diplomas. 


Transylvania French 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Transylvania 
College is again holding a special 
French summer school program for 
children, junior and senior high 
school students, and adults. 

The French summer school here 
will last for six weeks. It began 
July 10 and extends through Aug. 
18. Conversational French is being 
emphasized in all classes. 

Dr. Alderson may be contacted 
at the college for further informa- 
tion regarding all phases of the 
French Summer School. 


Hiram Trustees Head 


HIRAM, OnHIo—Howard S. Bissell, 
Cleveland attorney, was re-elected 
chairman of the board of trustees 
of Hiram College, in action taken 
by the trustees at their June meet- 
ing. Carl R. Brown, of General 
Properties, Cleveland, was re-elected 
vice-chairman of the board. 


New Bethany Dean 


BETHANY, W. Va.—Dr. David F. 
Ross, a Harvard University-edu- 
cated scholar, has been named dean 
of the faculty of Bethany College. 

Announcement was made by Dr. 
Perry E. Gresham, president of 
Bethany. 

Dr. Ross succeeds Dr. Bernal R. 
Weimer, who is retiring and will 
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continue as distinguished professor 
and head of the department of 
biology. 

During the past year, Dr. Ross 
has served as assistant dean of the 
faculty. He joined the school as 
professor and head of the depart- 
ment of economics in September, 
1959. He will continue as professor 
of economics. 


Dr. Ross received the B.A. (1950), 
M.A. (1951) and the Ph.D., (1956) 
from Harvard. 


Dr. Becker Studying 
On the Continent 


DEs MOINES, Iowa—Dr. Edwin L. 
Becker, associate professor of ap- 
plied Christianity and director of 
religious field work in the Drake 
University Divinity School, left Des 
Moines July 1 for a year’s study in 
England and Europe. 

Dr. Becker will study the influ- 
ence which the newer centers of 
theological study and _ sociological 
research are having upon the con- 
cept and work of the local parish. 

The Drake professor will visit cen- 
ters where research is being carried 
on in the sociology of religion, 
make first-hand contacts with church 
administrators and go to parishes 
where new and experimental pro- 
grams are underway. 

Prof. Becker will be accompanied 
by Mrs. Becker and their two chil- 
dren, Karen 15, and Lewis 13. 

A member of the Divinity School 
faculty since 1953, Dr. Becker will 
return to Drake July 1, 1962. 


Tougaloo Coed Wins 
In Writers’ Contest 


TOUGALOO, Miss.—A freshman at 
Tougaloo Southern Christian Col- 
lege is among three winners of the 
Reader’s Digest-United Negro Col- 
lege Fund Creative Writing Contest. 


Willa Robertson of Louisville, 
Ky., a Tougaloo student, and other 
winners, were feted at a luncheon 
in New York. Miss Robertson re- 
ceived a $350 check from John T. 
Beudouin, managing editor of the 
Reader’s Digest Condensed Book 
Club for an essay, “My Experiences 
with Integration.” 

Tougaloo College is a liberal arts 
institution supported by Christian 
Churches and Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches. 


Relax 


SEQUEL 


Quite unexpectedly you came 
That lovely day in June 
Ah, my heart o’erflowed with 
gladness 
And sang a happy tune. 


You came into my life 
Just when I needed you the 
most 
And gave me _ confidence 
serene 
That before I could not boast. 


Although there will be other 
things 
That I will think are keen 
ll n’er forget you—my first 
check 
From THE CHRISTIAN mag- 
azine! 


BEULAH AYDELOTTE 


CURTISS 
eee 
PERSPECTIVE 


Wife: “I don’t think I look 
thirty, do you, darling?” 
Husband: “Not now, dear, but 
you used to.” 


CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 


ENGLISH SPOKEN HERE 


There once was an African 
Mau-Mau 
Who got into a rather bad 
row-row. 
The cause of his friction 
Was his practising diction, 
Saying, “How-how now-now, 
Brown-brown cow-cow?” 
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BUDD PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Kansas City, Mo., 
presented God and Country Awards to these five 
Boy Scouts who are pictured with their minister, 
Harry G. Parsons. From left are: Michael Kilgroe, 
David Kyle, Allan Whitesell, John Bederman and 
—a Donald Stout. A sixth award was presented in 
CHARLES GRAINGER was presented absentia to Dana Reed, who recently moved to 
the God and Country Award by his Bradenton, Fla. 
mother, Mrs. Peggy Grainger, in a 
service held at Plattsburgh Air 
Force Base (N. Y.) chapel. 


All 


DR. AND MRS. CHARLES A. BRASHER (left) stand 


with their son, Charles, as he receives the God and 
Country Award from Wesley H. Groff, minister, First 
Christian Church, Mount Vernon, Mo. At right is 


Jack Johnson, chairman of the church board, and 
Gerald Carman, scoutmaster. 


RICHARD ANTHONY WOODARD, son of S/Sgt. 
and Mrs. Albert Woodard, Bossier Base, Seen en me 
Shreveport, La., is shown with his mother dur- GOD AND COUNTRY AWARDS were given | 
ing a ceremony in the base chapel when he | at First Christian Church, Knoxville, Iowa, 
was presented the God and Country Award. to Gregory Foster (right) and Charles 
| Whittenberg. Alva T. Browning, minister, | 
stands in the center. 
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MRS. LAWRENCE FULTON, Kan- 

sas City, Mo., a member of In- 

dependence Boulevard Christian 

Church, has completed 50 years 

of unbroken Sunday school at- 

tendance. Will Sessions is the 
pastor. 


EUGENE N. FRAZIER, minister of Park Place 

Kan., 

God and Community Awards to these girls (from 

left, front row): Janice Welch, Susan Quimby 

and Linda Pearce; (from left, top row) Regina 
Robinson and Julie Dufek. 


Christian Church, Hutchinson, 


S 


| THREE MEMBERS OF FIRST CHURCH, Joplin, Mo., have been | 
presented certificates of achievement. From left are: Dr. Robert 
C. Cable, who had been selected as the “Jaycee Man of the Year’; 
| Carlyle Barnard, minister; Gene Brill, chosen as the outstanding 
student of Joplin high school; Norman Fretwell, honored as the 
Boy Scout representative for region eight; and William Brill, presi- 
dent of the church board. 


ELECTED IN 1890 as superintendent 

of the Sunday school at the Chris- 

tian Church, South Haven, Kan., 

J. H. Geeslin, later moved to Wa- 

tonga, Okla., where he has served 

for 57 years as an elder in the § 
Christian Church. 


NEWS 


iN 
FOCUS 


presented shteiaallciictecipimeisiiscadsisais sccbaibed 
BETHANY PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Rantoul, Ill., presented the God and 
Community Award to Linda Smith, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. B. Smith. | 
The award was presented by Robert C. | 

i Walker (center), minister. 
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One of Important Cooperative 
Adventures in Protestantism 


Unified Protestant Curriculum 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—Ever hear of the Unified Protestant Sunday 


School Curriculum for the Armed Forces? 


represents one of the important 
tantism. 


Each year the materials which 
support the curriculum are selected 
by the Religious Education Advisory 
Group (READ) of the Armed 
Forces Chaplains Board. 

Constant efforts are made to im- 
prove the unified curriculum as well 
as the program of Protestant reli- 
gious education in general. The 
majority of the Sunday schools in 
the armed forces with the Armed 
Forces Chaplains Board by using 
these materials. 

Three chaplains make up the ad- 
visory group—one from the staff 
of the chief of chaplains of the 
Army, Navy and Air Force—to- 
gether with the executive secretary 
of the Armed Forces Chaplains 
Board, who is an ex-officio member. 
The chaplains rely on expert advice 
from a group of top-notch civilian 
consultants, Christian education 
authorities and others representing 
a broad range of Protestant com- 
munions. 

This year the annual meeting of 


eee ee 


Probably not, but this 


cooperative adventures in Protes- 


the curriculum consultants was held 
here at the Naval Air Station. For 
the first time since the unified cur- 
riculum came into being back in 
1952 the meeting was held at a 
major armed forces base, with op- 
portunities provided for the con- 
sultants to visit and observe three 
Sunday schools in operation, ex- 
amine their facilities, and talk with 
the chaplains who run the Sunday 
schools, the teachers who use the 
materials and the parents whose 
children are instructed. 

The major order of business for 
the Jacksonville planning meeting 
early this year was the final selec- 
tion of curriculum materials for 
1962-63, a process which had begun 
months before when 31 denomina- 
tions belonging to the Protestant 
Church-Owned Publishers Associa- 
tion were invited to submit curric- 
ulum materials for consideration. 

The curriculum calls for a three- 
year cycle of Biblical study. The 
new thematic plan which has been 





—Official Photograph, U.S. Navy 


YOUTH CURRICULUM CONSULTANTS work with Chaplains Richard Hutche- 
son, Jr. (Lt.Cdr., U. S. Navy) and Roy G. Terry (Col., U. S. Air Force) during 
the annual consultation on the Unified Protestant Sunday School Curriculum 


for the Armed Forces. 


George Caroland, of the Christian Board of Publica- 


tion, is seated third from left. 
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approved by the cooperating group 
is based on the themes, “God the 
Father and the History of Israel’ 
(primarily Old Testament study); 
“Jesus Christ” (primarily New 
Testament study); and “The Church 
and the Christian Witness” (pri- 
marily New Testament study). 

Among the participants in the 
planning conference was George 
Caroland, associate editor of youth 
materials for the Christian Board 
of Publication’s Division of Church 
School Curriculum, 


NEWS CAPSULES 


@ Maywoop, ILLINoOIS—K. Everett 
Munson, pastor of First Christian 
Church here has been elected vice- 
chairman of the department of ra- 
dio-television of The Church Fed- 
eration of Greater Chicago and 
chairman of the television commit- 
tee. 


@ Bic SPRINGS, TexaSs—New choir 
robes were recently received by 
members of the choir at First Chris- 
tian Church here. John C. Black, 
Jr., is minister and Ira Schantz is 
minister of vocal music. 





CONGO CRISIS 
and 
CHRISTIAN MISSION 







by 
Robert Nelson 


The author of this perceptive report is 
executive secretary, Dept. of Africa, The 
United Christian Missionary Society. He 
has made five extensive visits to The 
Congo including one that preceded Con- 
golese independence and lasted through 
the chaotic months that followed. Pho- 
tographs by the author. 10C858 $1.50 
paper, 10C864 $2.50 cloth. 
Published by Bethany Press 
order from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF 
PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Hidden Gems 


Families in the Church: A Protes- 
tant Survey. By Roy W. Fairchild 
and John Charles Wynn. Associa- 
tion Press. 302 pages. $5.75. 


To find the significant new ideas 
in this book it must be read the 
way a prospector pans gold because 
they are hidden like beautiful gems 
and are not evident at the first 
glance as is the beauty of a suspen- 
sion bridge. Fairchild and Wynn 
survey sociological literature on the 
family, the teachings regarding the 
family in the Bible and by the Prot- 
estant reformers, and the ideas of 
Presbyterian parents and ministers 
regarding what is being done by the 
church for the family and what it 
might do. 

In this wide-ranging survey they 
are concerned with four major 
topics: (1) The Place of Marriage 
in the Christian life, (2) Protestant 
insights into Family Government, 
(3) The Relationship of the Family 
to the Church, and (4) The Church 
Family’s Place in Christian Nur- 
ture. 

The field investigation was car- 
ried out by having expert inter- 
viewers conduct group interviews 
with parents in 63 United Presby- 


terian churches’ throughout’ the 
United States. Answers to written 
questionnaires were also secured 


from 1,000 participating parents 
and members of other parents’ 
groups in the churches studied. The 
churches included a greater propor- 
tion of larger churches and a 
smaller proportion of rural and 
small town churches than the de- 
nomination does. Consequently, the 
results represent mostly the views 
of church members in middle-class, 
urban, Presbyterian churches. 

Two gems are all we have space 
for here. Fairchild and Wynn dis- 
covered “very little serious consid- 
eration . . . about ethical dilemmas 
in the employment of the breadwin- 
ner” (p. 193). This is the same 
attitude toward vocation on the 
part of Presbyterians as William H. 
Wintz found among Disciple church 
members in Lexington. The other 


gem we want to present is that 
statistical “factor analysis” indi- 
28. (956) 





‘SYou Are What You Read’’ 


cated “that problems related to the 
parent-child relation are not neces- 
sarily related to the interpersonal 
relations between the spouses” (p. 
148). 

The 1,000 typical pastors said that 
the functions that seemed to them 
the most effective in their contribu- 
tions to family stability among 
their parish families were counseling 
and home visitation, preaching and 
corporate worship, and the teaching 
and educational ministry. Fairchild 
and Wynn conclude, however, “that 
the clergyman himself needs the 
benefit of a concerted, well-inte- 
grated program of family educa- 
tion” in the theological seminary 
or in short courses thereafter (p. 
252). 

I am glad that the authors are 
making an analysis of their data 
from the parents which will provide 
broader generalizations about the 
characteristics of “high” and “low” 
problem families as related to the 
socio-economic situation of the fam- 
ily (p. 161). 

The authors insightfully compare 
their results with the findings of 
other studies and provide a well- 
selected and up-to-date bibliography 
in their “List of Sources.”—LEwIs 
S. C. SMYTHE, 


Excellent Introduction 


Planning for Church Music. By 
James R. Sydnor. Abingdon Press. 
112 pages. $1.25. (Paper). 


Planning for Church Music is a 
worthy, elementary manual which 
endeavors to touch upon every 
phase of the musical life of a local 
congregation. 

Discussion is given to the leader- 
ship needed, the function of music 
in corporate worship, the music 
committee, instruments, rehearsal 
room, vestments, and other similar 
matters. While little is said that is 
not written in greater detail in 
other of the many books on church 
music now available, this manual 
will provide an excellent introduc- 
tion for those in congregations in- 
terested in embarking onto a well- 
founded program of sacred music. 
A bibliography is included .— 
CHARLES H,. HEATON. 


Anger of the Generations 


The Black Muslims in America. 
By C. Eric Lincoln. Beacon Press. 
276 pages. $4.95. 


The speed of change in contem- 
porary civilization has become a 
familiar and, at times, a worn idea. 
A new book on Negro followers of 
the “Muslim” faith (as proclaimed 
by “the Honorable Mr. Elijah Mu- 
hammad”) serves as a rude and 
painful reminder that most of us 
are still unable to grasp the speed 
with which change is needed in im- 
provement of race relations. ~The 
author, C. Eric Lincoln, professor 
of Social Philosophy at Clark Col- 
lege in Atlanta, sets forth in clear, 
insightful and vivid terms the rea- 
sons why hundreds of thousands of 
formerly “contented” American 
Negroes have sharply turned their 
backs on what Christian faith they 
may have had. 

This outstanding study by a 
scholar who is also an ordained 
minister cuts to the heart of the 
profound conversion experience 
that is gripping these people. It is 
a vigorous attempt to jump back 
over the entire history of slavery 
to recover the faith and identity 
rooted in a past freedom. The 
power in the movement arises from 
the stored anger and frustration 
smothered for generations and 
fanned now by our proclamation of 
democratic ideals and the preach- 
ing of brotherhood. 

The tragedy is that the movement 
is a powerful, purportedly non-vio- 
lent, reverse Ku Klux Klan shrilly 
calling not for integration but the 
day of “separation” from the white 
man who “is the devil” and “has 
no good in him.” It is a proclama- 
tion primarily of “black national- 
ism” only secondarily connected 
with ideas of historic Islam, which 
has always been remarkably free 
from any racial bias. Both the au- 
thor and Dr. Gordon Allport in his 
foreword see in the movement a 
strong warning that unless we are 
able to apply more rapidly our 
democratic ideals in racial relations 
we may see a sweep of this move- 
ment among the impoverished.— 
JACK M. SHERLEY. 
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RHYME ‘ ¢ AND RICHES” 


AND ¥ 
REASON by Kelly O’Neall 


If you haven't got a dollar and you can’t afford a collar 
And you're numbered with the poor beyond a doubt. 
With no assets that are visible, nor credit quite admissable 

Then you haven't very much to fret about. 


But, loaded with a lot of dust, you're scared to death the bank will bust; 
Or that they'll start a panic in Wall Street. 

And though you puff at fine cigars and ride around in motor cars 
It's a fact well known that you have got cold feet. 


Now poverty we do not love nor do we wish to try to prove 
That better off we'd be without a buck. 

But when you worry all the time for fear you'll somehow lose a dime 
Your money doesn't seem to bring you luck. 





TODDLERS ; 
AT CHURCH HERE’S 


TIMELY 
NEWS 
Today's church nursery has an 
ever increasing important role ABOUT 
in the demanding responsibil- 2 BOOKS 


ity of guidance and develop- 
ment of the toddler. This new JUST 


book was written to fill the 


urgent need for a printed RELEASED 
guide on giving care to tod- BY 
dlers in the church school. It 


covers such vital subjects as: BETHANY 


how parents and teachers can 


work together on a successful PRESS 
program; physical and emo- FOR USE 


tional needs of toddlers; ways 


of working with toddlers; the BY ALERT 
qualifications and number of 


teachers required. Should be CHURCH 
read by nursery department SCHOOL 


workers, parents of young 


children. Paperbound, 10T- TEACHERS 


691, $1.00. 


by Jessie B. Carlson 


JULY 23, 1961 


Books Received 
PLANNING FOR CHURCH MUSIC. By James R. 
Sydnor. Abingdon Press. 112 pages. $1.25 (Paper). 


PALESTINE AND THE BIBLE. By Denis Baly. 
Association Press. 84 pages. $1 (Paper). 


MAN IN GOD'S PURPOSE. By Stephen Neill. As- 
sociation Press. 79 pages. $1 (Paper). 


TO ALL NATIONS. By John Foster. Association 
Press. 87 pages. $1 (Paper). 


JOHN SHINES THROUGH AUGUSTINE. By A. P. 
Carleton. Association Press. 79 pages. $1 (Paper). 
CONGO CRISIS AND CHRISTIAN MISSION. By 
Robert G. Nelson. The Bethany Press. 112 pages. 
$1.50 (Paper). 


SOCIETY, LAW, AND MORALITY. By Frederick A. 
Olafson. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 518 pages. $9. 


THE PASTOR AND VOCATIONAL COUNSELING. By 
Charles F. Kemp. Bethany Press. 190 pages. $3.50. 
SEARCHLIGHTS ON CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY. 
By Nels F. S. Ferre. Harper and Brothers. 241 
pages. $4.50. 


| AM ANTHONY. By Peg Stokes. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
317 pages. $3.95. 


IN CHRIST. By E. Stanley Jones. Abingdon Press. 
380 pages. $2.50. 


PAMLICO PROFILE. By Charles Crossfield Ware. 
Published by the Author, Box 1164, Wilson, N. C. 
64 pages. $1 (Paper). 


THE RELIGIOUS FACTOR. By Gerhard Lenski. 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. 381 pages. $5.95. 


TALL IN HIS PRESENCE. By George McNeill Ray. 
The Seabury Press. 127 pages. $3. 


CHRISTIAN MEDITATIONS. By A. Gerald Whittier. 
Carlton Press. 178 pages. $3. 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF WEDDING FLOWERS 


AND DECORATIONS. By Virginia Clark. Hearthside 
Press, Inc. 160 pages. $5.95. 


BETHANY CHURCH ADMINISTRATION FILING SYS- 
TEM. Designed by LeRoy F. Hay. Bethany Press. 
4-page Instruction Booklet and 200 Labels. $1.50. 


ISRAEL ACCORDING TO HOLY SCRIPTURES. By 
L. Humphrey Walz and Others. Ingram Press, Inc., 
108 First Street, S.W., Cedar Rapids, lowa. 45 
pages. $0.50 (Paper). 


TOOLS FOR 
TEACHERS 


by George H. Adkins 


An expert in religious educa- 
tion planning presents new 
guidance for all church school 
workers. His goal in this 
penetrating new study is sim- 
ply to help teachers present 
their materials more interest- 
ingly and effectively. Com- 
plete information is provided 
on these teaching techniques: 


Individual and group study 

Field Trips 

Drama 

Testing 

Brainstorming 

Public discussion 

Projected and non-projected 
visuals 


Paperbound, 10T690, $1.95. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179 St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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"The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





One Fell Swoop 
Editor, The Christian: 


The article, “A New Look at the 
Functional Pattern,” by Don Al- 
bright (The Christian, April 9, 
1961), was stimulating. Evaluating 
our organizational purposes and 
patterns is an ever-vital concern. 
Even the brotherhood is presently 
concerned with restructure. 

When he took a new look at the 
functional pattern Mr. Albright 
seemed to wonder what on earth 
to do with the elders and deacons, 
now that they have appareritly been 
organized right out of practical ex- 
istence. He has cast his eye on 
one of the real problems in many 
churches. I agree with him that 
his suggestions ought not to be con- 
sidered a final answer. 

. . The congregation I serve is 
functionally organized right up to 
the nth degree. Three years ago 
we faced up to a fact we had real- 
ized for some time; namely, the 
elders were not functioning as 
elders ... Mr. Albright says of the 
New Testament elders, “They were 
not so much officials as pastoral 
workers.” Well, our elders were 
not so much pastoral workers as 
they were officials—administrators. 
Instead of doing what Mr. Albright 
proposes, however, change the na- 
ture of the office, we sought to re- 
store the office. This assumes, of 
course, that elders in the New Tes- 
tament sense aren’t outmoded. 

In one fell swoop, in our church, 
elders were removed from all de- 
partment and committee chairman- 
ships. This required courage for we 
were giving up our most experienced 
and respected administrators in the 
functional organization. But this left 
the leaders free to function as true 
elders. Each of our fifteen elders 
was assigned about a hundred mem- 
bers to shepherd. They serve these 
members in a pastoral sense and 
greatly enhance the relationship of 
the members to the minister of the 
congregation, enabling him to more 
effectively minister where he is spe- 
cifically needed. The elders do not 
function as the membership depart- 
ment—they are elders, but needless 
to say they make the work of the 
membership department, and all de- 
partments, more effective as they 
go about on their pastoral visits.... 

Why waste the strength of the 
spiritual leadership of the church 
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—Alexander Campbell 


by giving them organizational re- 
sponsibilities which many other 
members are capable of doing very 
well if given a chance? The king- 
dom is not dependent primarily for 
its advancement on clever organi- 
zational patterns and efficient ad- 
ministrative procedures—important 
as these certainly are—but on spir- 
itual health in the lives of the 
Christians JOHN B. BRIDWELL, 
Warren, Ohio. 


Slip 
Editor, The Christian: 


In my column, “A Faith to Live 
by” (The Christian, April 2, 1961), 
I made a “slip” which was called 
to my attention by a friendly letter 
from W. S. Dykes, minister of the 
First Christian Church of Mona- 
hans, Texas. 

The “slip” was this: I said that 
Socrates wrote down much of his 
life and thought. This is wrong ac- 
cording to all the available sources 
I have. He actually did not write 
down anything about his life and 
teachings. What accounts we have 
of Socrates are from such disciples 
as Plato. 

Mr. Weems also mentioned that 
there were “many similarities” be- 
tween Jesus and Socrates. I agree 
with Mr. Weems, but I also feel 
that there are some very serious 
differences between the two. 

But I wish to thank Mr. Weems 
for the correction and beg the par- 
don of The Christian and its faith- 
ful readers for the error.—Ep W. 
HENNIG, Morgan City, La. 


Fresh Air 


Editor, The Christian: 


I have just read the April 9 is- 
sue of The Christian with such a 
sense of profound appreciation that 
I just had to write and let you 
know. It made me even more proud 
of our brotherhood. 


The article by Don Albright is 
like pure, fresh mountain air, 
which, when inhaled, brings a sense 
of new strength and life. God bless 
you, Don, for your thought-provok- 
ing article. 

I would like to commend also the 
new column, “A Chat with Chet.” 
If this is anything like what is to 
follow, all of us are in for many 
a treat.—FRANK E. REICHENECKER, 
Norwalk, Calif. 


—— 


Letters... 


Eye-Opener 
Editor, The Christian: 

The article by Don Albright, “A 
New Look at the Functional Pat- 
tern,” appearing in the April 9 is- 
sue of The Christian, was truly an 
eye-opener. Although some of the 
ideas Mr. Albright presents are cer- 
tainly new to our ears, it seems 
they have definite merit, and should 
be seriously considered by our 
churches. 

It has been apparent to me and 
probably to others that when we 
have a regular board with elders, 
deacons and deaconesses, along with 
the functional church organization, 
we are, in reality, trying to operate 
two programs at the same time. 
The overlapping of responsibility is 
sometimes enough to cause even the 
most patient of souls to lose hair. 
I hope that Mr. Albright will be 
able to develop this program in 
greater detail, along perhaps with 
help from others, and that it might 
be published in a little more perma- 
nent form by the Department of 
Church Development of: the United 
Society —P HILLIP B. MCKINLEY, 
Mission Hills, Calif. 


Hood, Gray, Killeen 


Editor, The Christian: 

In agreement with a letter in the 
March 12 issue of The Christian, 
our churches in military towns are 
missing a needed ministry ta our 
servicemen and women. This is 
partially caused by a lack of infor- 
mation and inability to contact 
those stationed near us who are 
Christian Church members. There 
are several thousand service people 
stationed at military installations 
here, but very few are attending 
the church in Killeen, Texas, which 
is a very short drive from the in- 
stallations. 

If ministers or others would sim- 
ply send us names of Christian 
Church members from their com- 
munity who are stationed at Killeen 
Base, Gray Air Force Base, or Fort 
Hood, Texas, we could enlarge our 
ministry to them that they might 
serve and worship God with us 
while they are away from their 
home church. Please send corre- 
spondence to First Christian 
Church, Box 64, Killeen, Texas.— 
JERRY D. RapDeER, Killeen, Texas. 
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(Advertisement) 


ANSWER: Listening to a person tell 
us something is only one way of learn- 
ing. As a matter of fact, most educators 
today consider it the least effective way 
to learn. In many of our churches, the 
primary emphasis in adult classes is on 
group discussion. You may be surprised 
at how well it works. And at how much 
members of the class learn through tak- 
ing part in free discussion. 


Of course, it takes real ingenuity on 
the part of the teacher to interest adults 
enough to stir up that kind of enthusi- 
asm. But the job is more than half done 
when you use Bethany Study Courses. 


Materials in these books challenge 
adults to give serious thought to specific 
aspects of Christianity: stewardship and 
its meaning, marriage counseling, bibli- 
cal interpretation, Disciple development, 
family life, Bible study, and other im- 
portant areas. They are written by some 
of the most respected scholars of the 
brotherhood. 


You may be interested in this excerpt 
from “The Whole Picture.” It shows 
how Bethany Study Courses develop 
each of the basic religious ideas and 
experiences considered in all church 
school curricula. See your copy of “The 
Light of Effective Christian Teaching” 
for complete descriptions. 


Ask A 
Superintendent 


UESTION: How can we make our adult class more 


interesting? Some people say it’s too much like church 
because the teacher gets up and “preaches” every Sunday. 


GOD 
A Faith to Live By", Faiths that Compete 


for My Loyalty, Man’s Growing Idea of 
God, The God We Trust*. 


JESUS 
A Faith to Live By*, Strong Son of God’, 
He Taught Them, Saying .. .*, Come and 
See‘. 

THE BIBLE 
A Man Who Wrote Scripture, Makers of a 
Nation, Strong Son of God", Beginning at 
Jerusalem, The Church After Paul, The 
Fourth Witness, He Taught Them, Saying 
. . -“, Your Face in This Mirror*, Beginnings 
of the Hebrew People". 


THE CHURCH 
Christ Across the Centuries, Whence and 
Whither the Disciples of Christ*, Doctrine 
and Thought of the Disciples of Christ*, 
The Church’s First 1000 Years‘. 


PERSONAL RELATIONS 
Friendship, Christian Happiness in the 
Home, Stewardship in the Bible, Stranger 
in My House‘, How Free Are You?* Your 
Family and Christian Stewardship, Financing 
Faith”, Christian Worship by Families, Good 
Neighbors’, Enjoying the Bible at Home’, 
Toward a Christian Home’, If Two Are 
to Become One‘, Christian Growth in 
Family Life’. 

WIDER RELATIONS 
The Quest for Christian Brotherhood, He 
Taught Them, Saying... .*, The Big Differ- 
ence®, The Bible and Our Social Responsi- 
bility*. 

Unless otherwise noted, course reading books are $ .75. 


"Also has teacher’s edition, $1.00. Reading book sells 
for $1.00. ‘In the Faith for Life Series, reading book 
sells for $1.00. “Reading book sells for $ .50. 


Order from Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, 
St. Louis oO. 





a chat with Chet 


Chester A. Sillars 


wes; 
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QUESTION: Does a state or area 
secretary have a _ responsibility 
to inform local congregations 
how they could make better use 
of young ministers by correcting 
their leadership and stewardship 
weaknesses? 


ANSWER: It is part of the con- 
tinuing work of the secretary to 
help churches and ministers. He 
is on call to help in the training 
of church leadership. What does 
he do when churches refuse to 
improve their leadership pro- 
grams? What does he do when 
a church will retain ineffective 
leaders in office? What does he 
tell a young minister who is a 
prospective candidate for that 
church? 

These and many more ques- 
tions must be answered. His 
first duty is to tell the young 
minister the truth as: far as he 
knows it. 

If the officers of the church 
are irregular in attendance for 
no excusable reason he should tell 
this. If the stewardship program 
is weak because the chairman 
does not believe in pledges or in 
tithing he should say so. If the 
church has no sense of missionary 
responsibility he should reveal it. 
If the church does not cooperate 
with the state program he should 
not overlook it. 

While each church is different, 
in some cases the secretary can 
say to a church something like 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE 
CHRISTIAN, Box 179, St. Lowis 66, 
Missouri. 


the following: Church officers un- 
less detained by illness or work 
should be regular in attendance. 
The members of the world out- 
reach department should be the 
strongest believers in missions in 
the church. The stewardship de- 
partment should be made up of 
tithers. 

Many churches would resent 
having a secretary tell them this. 
In such cases he can tell the 
young minister where he will 
need to place his emphasis if he 
accepts the church. 

When a church is decidedly 
what we call a problem church 
the secretary should in all hon- 
esty tell the candidate this. 

It certainly is true that some 
local churches do not know how 
to use their ministers to best 
advantage. They have him do- 
ing janitor work, secretarial 
work, taxi driving, running er- 
rands and many things for which 
his training does not especially 
fit him and which could be better 
done by someone else. 

He should be free to do the 
work of the minister. It is for 
this he has committed his life 
and secured his training. 

Current placement procedures 
of our brotherhood provide for 
a church to supply information 
on this score. I suffer though, 
when churches report they will 
pay a certain salary and then 
in talking with a candidate try 
to get him “cheap.” There is 
no such thing as a “cheap” min- 
istry. 

Churches that keep their min- 


isters only a short time estab- 
lish a_ reputation. Ministers 
want to know why. When the 
secretary knows he tells them. 

Small churches are entering 
into a day when their future is 
in question. This is not the fault 
of the secretary and sometimes 
not the fault of the church. It 
is the kind of a world in which 
we live. Bigness seems to be 
the order of the day. People 
attend big churches, they send 
their children to the _ better 
equipped churches, and sometimes 
they seek “prestige” churches. 

Small churches must use as 
much care in selecting ministers 
as large churches. Ministers can 
be more selective in accepting 
calls to churches. They will do 
well to investigate a church care- 
fully before accepting a call. The 
final decision on accepting a call 
is in the hands of the minister. 
If he makes a mistake in accept- 
ing a problem church he must 
assume responsibility for it him- 
self. 


Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT 


“You stay out of this! You're 
on your vacation!” 








